: 


* 2 


| | N 4 . -» * * 4 af . 
. 4 \2 * 1 — - * «| 
"4 | 942 
; aventy at: 
* f : ® 
- N ; * * x * * 9 ; . / 4 . * 
* " . , * N : » * 5 . 


The moſt enlivening 


5 


3 2 cvn 21, 22, 2 24 


0 * x H 1 
Fi ſpirirua ly e d. 


As A3ronDiNG 


Inſtructions, Admoni-| 


— 


ements of the Works 
i 


tions and I 
o Provieeuee | in the Way of n 


5 : | 1 N = -7 
Six Discos 
0 N FE 


2 ſy Sold by... 


Prot nd — at- the Re: of the Ma” 
ers of the we, and be Reef therein con- 


cen, in the. Port of Harwich ; as an Atnuc 
— of Mercies and Deli verances 5 at Sta, 


— 
— 


1 


I" Hows: NGO, 10 Sarths- 


N. - Smithfels, and Jon x Wear, 
M. DCC ANVII. 


_— 


lomeqb. Cloſo, near 


| 


— 0 


at the * in St. 4 s nn 


| 
- I — 1 


Fo Sol Oy 


_—_ OY 


| f 


— 


* > EN F an 


— 


. P—c > ol WS — — ́b —ʃ« 


„53 + 


KK . — oO ea 


* 
7 2 


* = 


nes 


— 


pe 


"0p 


——ñ —ä— —»4. 2 —⏑˖ 


[ 
* 


232355. F . ] . ]³ m wa, e 


CI Dy — — 


„ 


„ „ 


—— — 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
' 
| 
' 
| 
| 


Txt) J AL . 


nee Right Honowabls ern 


S £ * = * = mY F 7. 
— = of 
- 
* ' 1 
a © * 
. 
W » 


are 


5 
LA — d * UV > 
, | *T 


* 3 x / 5 o 


jon Lord pere 


den Chen an Knowledge, having 
Tut IT NE Bed "ous 


inclined mie 
Requeſt, 7 
Parifpionets: *. | 
7 1 722 great an Jorg 
2 be y and in 
| rable Bemefers 7 n their. 
Capacities, as an univerſal Ne 
and Encourager of all that is of e 4 Report, 
gives me the Preſumprion-of 54. theſe feu 
Sbeets into the World, under the Favour and 
Countenance of your Lordſbip's Name A Liberty 
that even Foreigners afſume, when they have any 
T hing to offer for zhe Service of Religion in 
general, or the Honour and Defence of our excel- 
lent Conſtitution in Church and State: Although 
your Loraſbip's Example is a greai Ornament zo 
either, than what can be ſet forth any other Way. 
A 2 What 


» 


bat baue we more to fray. for, than the Con- 
tinuance of their Lives? What greater to expel, 
than the Divine-Bleſſing upon” their Undertakings ? 
whilſt the moſt eminent Perſons, in Dignity and 
Station, 4iſtinguiſ themſelve ser he nnaſt ſuitably ro 
their high "Charatter, by Adding to the niceſt Ho- 


— 4 — irtue, and the moſt fingers. 
Aae - F 1 8 F 1 hows * ö 


As to this mean Eſſay on 4 practical Subje J 
the Plainneſs of the Stile, and the Expreſſions 
ſuiting themſelves to the Nature of the Things, 
and the Apprehenſion of the Perſons apply'd to, 
Jam fure needs no Apology z ſince the Parables of 
our Lord himſelf are an infallible Precedent for 
it, frequently. alluding to the Marine Affairs,” and 
taten from T hings moſt familiar to that Orcupatibin. 

F theſe Reflexions thereupon, in the Duty of 
Thankſgiving, may contribute to a farther Extent 
of Chriſtian Knowledge, amongſt ſuch as ſtand moſt 


in Need of all ſaving Inſtructions, and help to 


keep up a Senſt of God and Religion upon the Britiſh 


Seas, they will not fail of © their Acceptance and 


Deſign. 1 ; 
Tour Lordſvip's concurrent Endeavours to eftablijy 
and effectuate the pious Ends, this venerable $0- 
ciety is ever Intent upon, demands a grateful Ac. 
knowledgmine from all that have the Happineſs 
to relate therero even in the remoreſt Capacity. 
Four Lordſhip's moſt humble, 


William Curtis: 


and moſt devoted Servant, 


PS ALM CVII. 21, 22, 23, 24. 


Oh that Men would praiſe the Lord for 
bis Goodneſs, and for his wonderful 
Works to the Children of Men. 
And lot them ſacrifice the Sacri rfices of. 
|  Thankſgjving, and len his Works: 
. with „ £joyci ug. ˖ 
They that go down 10 the S in Ships," 
and do Bufmeſs in great Matern. 
T heſe ſee the Works f the Lord, and 
his Nane in the Deep. 


4 hf 


1 INCE the Spirit of God firſt 
moved upon the Face of the Wa- 
NF a and Chaos and Confuſion 
gaye Way to Light and Harmony, 
Beauty and Order ; ſince there 
was formed an active Species of rational Crea - 
tures, ranging up and down the immenſe Sur- 
face of this terraqueous Globe, capable of ob- 
ſerving the admirable Frame and Workmanſtap . 
thereof; and viewing what is done and trani- 

B acting 


* * 


(2) 
acting thereon : Their great Buſineſs and De- 
li fly ever been, as oft as they met together, 


cially upon religious Occaſions, to commune 
with another upon this ſpacious Subject; 
to confer their Notices and Obſervations toge- 
| ther, and compare their Mercies and Deliver- 
| ances, in order to ſet forth the Wiſdom of 
| God in the Works of the Creation ; and mag- 
| 
| 


nify the wondrous Extent of his Power, Love, 
and Beneficence, .in ſuch a ſerious; manner, as 
may make the deepeſt Impreſſion, _ 

This may give a Luſtre to our preſent Un- 
| dertaking, ſo far as to vindicate it, if need 
3 chould be, from any Imputation of Novelty or 
0 Unuſualneſs. Tis the very ſame Work; this, 
| that has buſied and employed, I ſhould ay, ra- 
viſnd and delighted, the wiſeſt and beſt Part 

of Mankind, the Saints and, Servants of God, in 
all the Regions and Parts of ie ſince the World 
began. Tis this that has raiſed and beautified 
Temples and Churches all over the Face of 
the habitable Earth; and though the fluctua- 
ting Element be not ſuſceptible of ſuch ſtanding 

Monuments of Religion, yet we muſt not ſup- 

poſe it in the remoteſt and wildeſt Places to 
be deſtitute of the Deity. Mhither ſhall J go 
from thy Spirit ? (ſays the Pſalmiſt to the God of 
our Salvation) er whither ſhall I flee from thy Pre- 
ſence ? if I aſcend up into Heaven thou art there: 

5f male my Bed in Hell, behold thou art there; 
if I take the Wings of the Morning, and dwell in 


the * Parts of the _ even there ſhall thy 
Hand 


—— — — — 


„ y —— A > as An. am „ 1 32420 
* 


<3) 
Hand liad "me, and thy r. 77 Hitid ſhall bend me! 


« For the Lord  ſitterh upon the ae yea, the Lord 
by firrerh King (there) 1 ever. © "Neither ditin 

pour Abode there, cherefbre, nor after your 
if Return, ſhalt you bereaye him of his Hoinage 
1 and Praiſe; which duly to Wi and perform, 
F is the Work that brings us hither, A Work 
1 wherein every Thing that has Breath is con- 
g cern'd ; yea, the inanimates, and all that have à 
- Being, Heaven and Earth, Air and Water, the 
whole miverſar World, tuft be taxed to render 
1 to our eommon Creator and Governotr” this 
4 juſt Tribute of Thankſgiving. ” David fun- 


mons them all to bear their Parts in 


this 

Office. O preiſe the Lord with me, ah bet us 
1 magnify bis Name together- Let tis all unite "our 
Flearts and Voice, to iclebrate the Glory of our 


1 G, gb and Low," Rich" and Per, ene With 
* another. Since we are all Partakers of his Botitity, 
1 let all Piſtinctions eeaſe, but "of him that 9 
. eth God, and him that feareth bim not. As 
1 his Way is in the Deep, and his Footſteps upon 
5 the great Waters; and there the divine Attri- 

| butes dilplay themſelves more remarkably than 
8 any where under the Cope of Heaven; let not 
1 thoſe Men eſpecially, loſe the leaſt of their 
7 | Share in divine Praiſe, who have been brought 
* hither from diſtant Regions to offer it, and 


„ have been kindly render d back to us (bleſſed 
85 be the watchful Providence) from the Bowels 
of the vaſt Abyſs. What Lips, What Voices, 

noo Ad fir B 2 . can 


| (4) 
can the Teſtimonies of Thanks and religious 
Joy better become than yours: 
Oh that ſuch would therefore rab the Lord fr his 
G oogneſs, and his wonderful Works to the Children of 
Men. Let them Sacrifice the Sacrifices of Thankſ- 


giving, and declare his Works with Rejoycing. They 


that go down to the Sea in Ships, and do Buſineſs in 
great Waters, theſe ſee the Works of the Lord, and 
his Wonders in the Deep. 

The Subject before us is as copious as it is 
delightful ; and the moſt liberal Solemnities of 
a free-will Offering of Praiſe, can never poſſibly 
exhauſt it; no, not though we ſhould make it 
the Study and Meditation of our whole Lives. 


Tis like launching into the wide Ocean; the 
further you go, the larger it extends it ſelf 
before your Sight every Way; and every Ad- 
vance diſcovers ſome Coaſt, unknown before, and 
kindly leads you to a higher and fuller Expe- 


rience of the unſearchable Riches of God. 


lt being impoſſible for us to comprehend it 
fully, the moſt that we can do is, to expatiate 
upon it as a growing Subject, of infinite Ado- 
ration and Praiſe. And for a Method proper 


for this Audience, and eaſie to the Apprehen- 


fion and Capacities of Seafaring Men, ſuffer it 


to be recommended to your Confideration in 


the Order and Progreſs mowing 


L To obſerye the oe 1 and 
the unſpeakable Goodneſs of God, mani- 
feſted and diſplay'd in his moſt tender 
. Pro- 


| (sY | 
Providence and Frotedtion over thoſe that 


II. To explam and preſs this eat Duty, 

- conſequent therefrom, as ent upon 
ſuch'Perſons, and in all Reaſon and Grati- 
tude expetted from them, of | giving Preity 
and Glory to God. 

III. To point out the Indiſpoſitions and Hin- 
drances that are wont to retard or diſap- 
point this ſo generous and reaſonable a 
Service; and the Occafions and Cauſes of the 
Diſuſe of it, as they ariſe amidft the Hurries 
and Fumultuouſiicls of a Marine Life. 


- © uſe the Seas. 


IV. To diſcover the Guilt and Sinfulneſs of 


fuch Omiſſion, or Neglect of Divine Offices; 
and how criminal it is to | be wholly un- 
' mindful of them. 

V. To repreſent the apparent Danger, and 
how much it is to be feared, if it be not 
remedied in Time; it may expoſe a Sea- 
faring People to the Wrath of God, and 
the many Miferies and diſmal Calimaities 
conſequent thereupon- 

VI. To furniſh you with ſuch Helps, Dire- 
tions, and Aſſiſtances, as may be moſt ptoper 
and effectual to keep np and maintain 2 
Senſe of God and Religion amongſt thoſe 
that are converſant * the Boſom el the 
inconſtant -vaj aan * | hs 

+ FL ed 


By Way of Introduſtion to theſe Severals, — 


as a Motive to excite and ſecure the Zeal, 


B 3 Dili- 


(6) 
Dibgence; and, Attention of the Perſpns herein 
more nearly concerned, it may fuffice at pre- 
ſent. to beſpeak it by applying to them, as they 
are deſcribed and characterized in the ſeveral 
Verſes of the Text; wherein we have exhibited 
to us, and to themſelves, as in a Glaſs, 

1 %, Their State and Condition of Life, and, 
humanly ſpeaking, their Danger, they go \down to 
the Sea in Ships. 

24% Their Vocation and Calling; chey are 
not idle there, but do Buſineſs. 
34h, Their Opportunities and Seaſons of Im- 
provement in Religion and Piety: By conver- 
ſing. with God there, they ſee hig mighty 
Works diſplay'd before e 1d; bebold his 
Wonders in the Deep. 

All theſe will lead and direct chem t to the beſt 
Inſtances and Exerciſes of a chearful Spirit, 
which ſhall be mention'd in their proper Place, 
by rejoycing with the Sacrifice of Praiſe and 
Thankſgiving, and magnifying his Love, ſo ma- 
nifeſtly ſhewn and declared to the Children 
of Men. 

, As to that State and 2 of Life, 
which, the Royal Prophet here ſeems to ſingle 
out from the other various Employments that 
Mankind buſie themſelves about; that he may 


apply and direct his peculiar ſuitable-Inftruftions 

to them. They are, whatever themſelves may 

think on't, very much upon the Declivity; they 

£0:: dom to the Sea in Ships, and are obvious 

weden ten to my Dangers and 8 
{ict W 
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which thoſe that. abide on the Continent are 
no Ways expoſed to. 

I do not mention this in any Reſpett to check 
or rebate that Alacrity and Livelineſs, that is 
generally obſervable among the Seafaring People; 
or any Ways to leſſen their cheariul Dependance 


upon the good Providence of him, whoſe De- 
fence is equally. ſecure at Sea as at Land, He 


treadeth upon 'the Waters when they roar, and 
the moſt tempeſtuous Wind is as Whiſt, and 
as attentive to his Command as the raoſt peace- 
ful. Calm. If they be not aware of any ſuch. 
Danger, tis a lucky Ignorance ; if they deſpite 
them in the Way of their Duty, it is a noble 
Greatneſs of Mind, and Bravery: of Spirit; but 
it is beſt of all, when they can look above them, 
and improve them to a nearer Acquaintance 
with God, a cloſer Reliance upon him, which is 
the great Work we are endeavouring to be 
mote. 

The affrightned Prophet, whilſt he ſtood upon 
the Mount, could not diſcover any thing of the 
Lord, during the Time that his Terrors were 
Paſſing before him; he could not deſcry his 
Maker, neither in the great ſtrong Wind that. rent 
the Mountains, nor in the Earthquake, nor in the 
Fire, bat only in the ſtill ſmall Voice, 1 Kings 19. 1 f. 
But it is otherwiſe at Sea; and many a Man's 
Heart relents in Adverſity, that Proſperity could 
never ſoften. Scarce is it poſſible a Man ſhould 
remain void of the Fear of God, and be ftill 


deaF to the Calls and Admonitions of Heaven, 
B 4 when 
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(08) 


when it ſpeaks to him in the loud alarming 
Voice of a Hurricane. How can he keep his 
Soul unmoved, when the Elements, all in a 
Rage about him, proclaim the Wrath divine 


againſt Sin, and Death quickens his Approaches, 
and ſtares him in the Face, armed with all his 
Artillery of unknown Perils, and the wide open- 
ing Sea ſhews his Grave before him? Jonas in 


his Voyage was wayward, ſullen, and very 


diſobedient, until the tempeſtuous Ocean re- 
elaimed the Prophet; the Workings of the 


Waves and Ship awaken' d his Conſcience, and 
the Bowels of the Whale taught him to have 
Compaſſion on his own periſhing Condition. 


_ *Tis an antient Inſtruction, tho' perhaps not 
altogether infallible, that the Man that knows 


not how to pray, muſt put out to Sea to learn 


it; and that Danger there will prove the Mother 
of Devotion: But oft- times it dies with that 
which gave it Birth, the diſtreſſed Circumſtances 
and the ſerious Reſolutions vaniſh and go off 
together ; and when Things come to put on a 
leſs frightful Appearance, Habit and an en- 
grafted Love to Sin prevails, the Man relapſes 
to his foul Diſpoſitions and Practices again, and 
never records his Deliverance at all, unleſs it be in 
Characters of Luxury and Exceſs; and ſo offends 
God the more wilfully and heinouſly, for his 
having been ſo good and gracious, as unexpett- 


edly to preſerve him when he had om all 
over for loft, 


Nothing 


- Nothing can be more daring and abſurd, than 
to ſee Men, that carry their Lives in their Hands, 


(9) 


and have their Dwelling in the neareſt Confines 


of that greater Ocean Eternity; who hold but 
one poor Plank between them and Death, and 


that ſubject every Day to looſen and doiny' 3 


inſomuch that whilſt they are bolting out Oaths 


and Curſes, without any Reſtraint or Fear, the 
very next Moment, for ought they know, the 
Waters may break in upon them, and ſwallow 
them up inſtantly, without affording them any 
Time for Pardon and Repentance, or ſo much 
ſpace as to call upon God to have Mercy on 
their departing Souls. 

That inſtead of praying to God, in whoſe 
Hand their Time and Breath is, they ſhould be 
almoſt at every Sentence (for ſuch is the helliſh 
Rhetorick of ſome) blaſpheming his holy Name, 
as if they dared the Rocks and Sands, the 
-Waves and Winds, to do their worſt; and chal- 


lenged and provoked againſt them all thoſe 


other powerful and terrible Inſtruments of the 
divine Diſpleaſure. I fay, nothing can be Matter 
of juſter Indignation, unleſs it be the above- 
mentioned Ingratitude of thoſe Mortals, that 
will needs be the worſe for Mercies, and wilfully 
ruin and deſtroy themſelves under that Banner 
that was diſplay'd for their Preſervation. 
But we hope better Things of you that fre- 
quent the Courts of the Lord's Houſe z even 
Things that accompany Salvation; your orderly 
Appearance here, and upon this ſolemn Occa- 
* j FL fiom: 


85 (100 
ſion, ſhews tliat you ate not only joyful at what 
you have met with and received from a benign 
and bounteous Providence, for that is natural 
to all Men; but are even deſirous of offering 
up a Sactifice of Thankſgiving, and that after 
ſuch a Manner, as may not be a Mockery, but 
an Incenſe of ſweet Savour unto God; a Sacrifice 
wherewith he may be well pleaſed. | 
2. Give me Leave therefore to put you in 
Mind of your Calling, my Brethren; which 1 
may do from the Text, without departing from 
the Hebrew Verity, the very Words importing 
it; your Calling I Jay, which next to theirs 
that offer their Lives for. the Liberty and De- 
fence of their Country in the wooden Bulwarks, 
is the moſt uſeful: and laudable. For did not 
our Saviour Chriſt, the Searcher of Heatts, do 
it the greateſt Honour in chufing his Apoſtles 
out of the Number, to be Fiſhers of Men, for 
the Edifying his Church; as knowing them to 
be Perſons of the greateſt Candour, Simplicity 
and Integrity, that were prepared to leave all 
to follow him, and to feed his Sheep? 

As to your ſecular Employment, you have a 
great deal of your Buſmeſs to tranſact upon the 
Waters; and that too at ſuch a Time, when 
moſt other People think themſelves obliged to 
4 quit them. And yet ſuch is your good For- 
A* tune, that you are not only protected, as you 
1 have hitherto been, and may yet hope to be, 
| by a favourable Providence over-ruling all E- 
170 vents. But your Way of living and thriving in 
{1 | the 


— — — — 
— — — A—r.— 
— — 
3 
— — . T4 2 
. 


— — — — — * — 
— — - —— - 
— —  — — — - — es 
— — 
* — 
— DR * ——»U ẽ ñ 
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the World is entirely innocent and ſafe, as well 
as ſerviceable and good; you are liable to no 
Temptations of haſty and unjuſt Gain, expoſed 
to none of thoſe terreſtrial Arts of Fraud, 
Over- reaching, and Difſimulation: What you 
obtain, is no more than what a kind Providence 
places in your Way; none is the poorer, but 
many, very many, even Thouſands of People 
and Families beſides your own, the richer and 
better provided for by your Induſtry and honeſt 
Acquiſitions, which has always entitled you to, 
and ever will preſerve you in -the Favour and 
Encouragement of yout Superiours. - 

A juſt Submiſſion, and humble Acknowledg- 
ment, is due to them upon that Account; but 


the Succeſs muſt be ultimately aſeribed to an 


Influence above all human Aids : For he that 
is higher than the higheft regardeth, and there 


be higher than they. God muſt be looked 
upon as the Alpha and Omega, the Beginner 


and Finiſher of this Work; and religiouſly to 
depend upon any ſubordinate Means, would be 
to fall into the idolatrous Errour of thoſe the 
Prophet rebukes for _ facrificing to their Nets, 
and burning Incenſe to their Drags; as if no 
ſuperiour Agency had contributed to their well 
doing, above their own Dexterity and Skill; not 
knowing that Bread is not always to the wiſe ; 
and if they ſhould confide in their own Prudence 
altogether, inftead of a Fiſh they may light on 
a Serpent: For the moſt promiſing Voyages, 
0 the beſt concerted Undertakings, unleſs ic 

ſhall 


| 


(12) 
ſhall pleaſe God to bleſs and proſper them, 
will meet with but Loſſes and Diſappointments. 
Be that with him who orders and diſpoſes all 
Things for the beſt, to them that truſt in him. 
Our SouPs Deſire ſhould be ſtedfaſtly fix'd on 
an Object higher than the Earth, and more du- 
rable than the Sea, even its ſüpcehm eternal 
Good: And therefore it may. be inſtead of all to 
be obſerved on this Head, that it is a Buſineſs 
no Ways inconſiſtent with our heavenly Calling, 


that is thus lawfully performed upon the great 


Waters. So far from that, in the 
3d Place, it affords the moſt favourable Op- 


portunities for a Proficiency in Spirituals, to all 


ſuch as are converſant therein; for theſe Men 
behold the Works of the Lord, EY view his Won- 


ders in the Deep. The Sea it ſelf is an Emblem 


that affords many pertinent and profitable In- 
ſtructions: *Tis a vaſt Body, the general Source 


and Receptacle of all the Fluids in the Uni- 
verſe; and tho? it ſends forth Water through 
the Caverns of the Earth, or Exhalations into 


the Air, to moiſten the thirſty Lands every 
where, yet is it not the leaſt abated or ex- 
hauſted by ſuch large and continual Outgoings. 
And though all the Rivers and Fountains flow 
back, and diſcharge themſelves into it again, 
yet is it not at all encreaſed by all thoſe ſeem- 


ingly new Acceſſions. 


Even ſo it is with the incomprehenſible God, 


every good and perfect Gift proceeds from 
him; he filleth all Things living with Plenteouſ- 


neſs, 


CHF: 
neſs, and ſo all the Glory of his Goodneſs and 
Munificence ſhould redound to him again in 
our Praiſes and Thankſgivings. 

The Sea is but a Part of the Univerſe ; but 
it is a very appoſite Repreſentation of the whole 
of this ſublunary State: What © outrageous 
Storms contend upon it, and how irrefiſtable is 
their Force to hurry Men away, contrary to 
their Wills and Deſires, very far from the Ha- 
ven where they would be? Juſt ſuch another 
mutable unquiet Syſtem is the Microcoſm, this 
little World of Man; ever enraged by Tem- 
peſts ſtruggling. within; blown up by Luſts and 
Paſſions, frequently to that Height, as to make 
Shipwrack of Reaſon, Liberty, Faith, Con- 
ſcience and all. | 

But principally it. may ſerve as a Mirrour to 
diſcern the Heart of Man, Salt and Bitter in its 
Fruits, ever ſwelling . and exalting it ſelf, and 
never ſatisfied with its Encroachments, till God 
ſtops it ſhort at the Grave, and ſays, . Hither 
ſhalt thou go, and. no. farther, and here ſhall thy 
proud Waves be. Popped. 

But there is a higher Inftrution than this, 
even that of the Almighty himſelf; his Judg- 
meats. are indeed more unlearchable than the 
great Deep, and his Ways are hidden from 


the Eyes of the thoughtleſs and incurious: 


vet ſuch are his Dealings with the Sons of Men, 
that the Sea is the School wherein they may 
be learned, and underſtood by all that have 
Pleaſure therein. F or there he doth great things, | 

yea, 


(14) 


yen, and Wonders without Nuniber; there he 


maketh Ard urus and Orion to come forth; the 
Stars and Planets ſeem as it were to ariſe out 
of it in the Eaſt, and drop and be ſwallowed 
up into it again in the Weft, notwithſtand- 


ing moſt of them are above a hundred Times 


bigger than our whole Globe of Earth, and 
Sea, and Atmoſphere; and more than a 
thouſand of its Diameters remote from it. There 
has he made the Leviathan to take his Pleaſure 
therein and in the great and wide Sea alſo are 
creeping Things innumerable, both ſmall and great 


Beaſts. Some think the Pſalmiſt calls them ſo, 


for that they reſemble, ſome or other of them, 
every diſtinct Species, or Kind of Creatures on 
Earth; beſides a prodigious Number of mon- 
ſtrous and uncouth Forms, enough to ſtrike 
Terror and Aſtoniſhment into the Beholders. 
Can mortal Eye diſcern, or immortal Soul con- 
fider all this, and not be humble in his ow 


Opinion and Judgment of himſelf ? When | 


conſider, ſays David, the Heavens, the Work of thy. 


Fingers, the Moon and Stars that thou haſt ordained, _ 
(and the ſpacious Floods thou holdeſt in the 


Hollow of thy Hand) Lord, what is Man, that 
thou art mindful of him ? or the Son of Man, that 
thou ſo viſiteſt him? And yet there is nothing 
more eaſie, obvious, and delightful, _ | 


1 To obſerve the remarkable Pavonis 422 
unſpeakable Goodneſs of God, manifeſted and 
diſplay'd in his moſt tender Providence, and 
: "Ng extra- 
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extraordinary Protection over thoſe that: wie 
the Seas. ; 
As it hath pleaſed Almighty God, the Origin 
of all Things, whoſe Works are wiſe and good, 
to faſhion" the whole Frame of Nature, and Sy- 
ſtem of the Creation, for the Benefit: and 
Welfare of Mankind in general; ſo has he made. 
it particularly fubſervient to the Uſes and Pur» 
poſes of the Mariners Vocation and Calling, 
as you daily ſee and experience. For, has he 
not fixed in their Orbs, and hung out thoſe glo- 
rious Luminaries above in the Heavens, not 
only to go before you 'in your Travels, but 
alſo to afford you certain and conſtant Obſer- 
vations, to prevent Miſtakes, and direct and go- 
vern you in your Way? The Sun goeth forth 
with the Day, like a Grant to finiſh his Courſe. 
and by Night to rule the ſame, | and regulate 
the Tydes; the Moon walketh in her Brightneſs. 
Eccleſ. 1. 6. ' The Wind" goeth toward, the South, and 


turneth about unto the North ; it whirleth about 


continually, and the Wind returneth; again accord ing 


to hit Circuits. And that which furthereth you 


on your Way; without which you would lie 
like a Bird whoſe Wings are ſpoiled, unable to 
move out of its Place: Though the agitated 
Air is ſometimes) too boiſterous, and at other 
whiles adverſe, and contrary to; ybur Purpoſe 
yet the Wind is not obſtinately in the ſame. 

Corner long together, but God will cauſe ano- 
ther to iſſue forth from his: Treaſury, with a; 
— Tendency and Direction, that ſhall be 


more 


ä — 
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more mild and traftable, and ſuch as you may 
eafily ſerve your ſelves of. And were it not 
for this admirable Variety and daily Change, 
this conſtant Inconſtancy, and ſhifting of Winds 
and Tydes, there would be no convenient Sail- 
ing, unleſs it were in the greater or leſſer Pa- 
rallel Circles directly round the Globe: But now 
the Waters being diverſely moved, and driven 


ſometimes one Way, and ſometimes another, 
and the Air along with them, Commerce is cir- 


culated, and Trade and Navigation carry'd on 
to and from every Nation and Port under the 
Sun, that affords any Thing to ſpare for the 
Conveniency or Diverſion of Mankind. By 
this Means the unſtable Sea is made to convey 
your Burdens much better than can be done by 
Land, and your Errands that Way are more 
eaſily accompliſhed ; ſcarce the Fiſhes them- 
{elves can traverſe the liquid Element with ſo. 
ſure a Courſe, and ſo irreſiſtable a Speed, as 
the Sons of Men in thoſe winged Machines they. 
have invented to plow the Surface of the Wa- 
ters; to which the Earth it ſelf contributes, 
by eaſing her ſelf of her leaky Burden, to op- 
preſs and cover the Flouds, and by affording. 
not only Materials for your Ships, and Cor- 
dage and Anchors; but alſo Creeks and Har-. 
bours to ſhelter and ſecure them from Storms 
and Tempeſts, and to yield a ſafe and commo- 
dious Reception for their Wares and Cargoes. 


Has not God made the ſeven Stars (Amos 5. 8.) 


alſo to determine the Regions of the North, 
and 


(17) 
and turn the Shadow. of Death into the Morn- 
ing? and what ſhall we ſay of that little Stone, 
that turns the Needle immediately to the Pole, 
and vibrates and trembles till it has fixed it ſelf 
upon its beloved Centre? And when, by theſe 
Aſſiſtances, you arrive at your intended Stations, 
does not your ſought for Prey meet you there, 
as it were by divine Direction and Appointment ? 
Do. not the ſcaly Tribe exactly obſerve their 


| Courſes, and their Returns in their ſet Seaſons, 


and. accuſtomed Places; and in ſuch numerous 
Shoals, that, as Ezekiel ſays, there ſhall be a Place 
to ſpread forth Nets, their Fiſh ſhall be according to 
their Kinds, as the Fiſh- of the great Sea, exceed- 
mg many. ö "I 

Theſe indeed are ordinary Mercies, and the 
ſtated accuſtomary Bleſſings of God, given and 


_ eſtabliſhed by the Laws of Nature, and the ori- 


ginal Rules imprinted upon the Works of the 
Creation; and by Reaſon of their Commonnels, 
may, tis likely, be but too much ſlighted and 
diſregarded ;  tho' they are nevertheleſs, but ra- 
ther much the more wonderful and affecting 
upon that Account, to all ſuch as ſhall thoroughly 
and ſeriouſly conſider them. 

And as for thoſe Mercies that are extraordi- 
nary and ſurprizing, ſuchr as we can ſcarce account 
for without a Miracle, and having Recourſe to 
the immediate Interpoſition of an Almighty 
Power, beyond the uſual Force and Energy of 
natural Cauſes ;- they: are more frequently to be 
found upon the deſolate and wide Seas, where 

+019 .C no 
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no Help but that of Heaven is to be found. 
And whole Volumes have been written of them ; 


and it would be well, as they ftill daily occur, 


for the Lord's Hand is not ſhortned that he 


cannot ſave, that they were reverently and pub- 
lickly plac'd upon Record; becauſe, fo far as 
they are clear and well atteſted, they are not 
only Evidences of the Being, and inſtances of the 
Goodneſs and Providence of God; but they na- 
turally put a Man upon recollecting the Hard- 
ſhips that he himſelf has gone through, and 
the imminent Dangers he has been pluck'd from, 
by the ſame inviſible Hand. Thou, O Lord, haſt 
kept me from my Touth up until nom, ſays the Pfal- 
miſt, thorough thee have I been holden up ever ſince I 
was born. And which of us is there, however 
calm and proſperous the Courſe of his Life 

may have been, but has experienced a great many | 
ſuch remarkable Deliverances ? but more eſpe- 
cially you, whoſe Occupation, as I obſerved be- 
fore, expoſes you to more than ordinary Viciſ- 
ſitudes and Hazards ; ſo that I muſt refer you 
to your own Memories to recollett, and your 
own Conſcjences to apply them: Think, O think 
how good and gracious God was to you, at 
ſuch a Time when Trouble was hard at Hand, 
and there was none to deliver you. Remember 
what Prayers and Petitions you then put up in 
the Agony of your Soul, and how you would 
| have given all the World to be where you are 
now, or any where upon dry Ground; and let 
this Remembrance work in you. the ſame fervent 
Devo- 


(69 
Devotion and lively Affection towards God, and 
ſincere and earneſt Turn of Heart, as you had 
at that critical Pime; and let not thoſe good 
Reſolutions, that may be eaſily recollected, and 
were too well grounded to be ſo ſoon relaxed 
and forgotten, vaniſh:away like a Morning Cloud, 
God will be honoured of all thoſe that have done, 
of ever do intend to:draw nigh unto him. Pal. 
107. 1, 2. O Give: Thanks: unto: the Lord, for he 
i good : for his: Mercy endureth ſor ever. Let the 
Redeemed e the Lord ſay ſo, whom he hath deli- 
vered out of their Diſtreſs, ' when: the Flouds: encom- 
paſſed them round: about, and the Waters came even 
unto their Soul. Oh that Men would therefore: praiſe 
the Lord for his Goodneſs, and for the wonderful Works 
that be doth for the Children of Men + Which 

leads me to my 1 


II. Particular, To prefers and preſs this great 
| Duty, conſequent thereupon, as incumbent: upon 
ſuch Perſons, and in all Reaſon; and Gratitude 
expected from them, of giving mise and Glory 
unto God. 

That you may (as in the Text you are withed 
and adviſed to do) offer unto God the Sacrifice of 
Thankſgiving, wad, declare his Works: with re- 
joycing; Ty 

L ſhall ſet Pede pen the Nature of the Duty, 
and the many and great Obligations yon are 
under of ſeeing to the Diſcharge of it, and how 
it may be duly, and acceptably performed, as 
a. Work of Religion, required of you that go 


iT ig down 


y — 


few Words, what it is to praiſe God with Thankſ-Y 
giving, and declare his Works with rejoycing ; but 1 
vrhen J conſider that I am to direct my Diſ. 


the Dealings of the Almighty, by beholding his 
Wonders in the Deep; the Advantage of your 
Calling, and the Situation of your Employment, | 
will almoſt fave me that Labour. For although 
: perhaps there may be ſundry of you, for not 
having the Happineſs of being brought up to 
Learning from your Youth, and being alſo in 
great Meaſure deprived of the Opportunities off 
Religious Worſhip in Publick, may not be ſol 


you have a Volume opened before you in the 
unfoldings of the Ocean, where the marvellous 
Works of God are written in Leaves that can 
never be blotted ; the Signatures and Impreſſions 


our Feet, and cannot but magnifie the Wiſdom | 


(40) 1 


- down to the Sea in Ships, and _—_ your v 


in great Waters. 


Firſt, I would beg leave to n to you, in a 


courſe. to thoſe that are well acquainted with 


converſant in reading or hearing the Scriptures, * 
thoſe Well - ſprings of Life and Salvation; 3 er | 


are ſo very bright and clear, that he that runs, 


or fails never fo faſt, in e by may read 
them. 


When we that wel upon the Shore, enlatgel | 
our Proſpect over the fluid Waſt, and behold 


the riſing Surges from afar, rounding and rolling 
towards us, and vaulting over the Heads of one 
another, we are ready to bleſs our ſelves that 


we have a firm Foundation of ſolid Earth under 


and | 
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and Goodneſs of our great Creator, who hath 
compaſſed the Waters with Bounds, until Day and 
Night come to an End, Job 26. 10. And yet 
IJ what we ſee, is no more than the binding of this 


great Volume; or at fartheſt, but a Title Page 
of it. And it we that are here confined, can diſ- 
ern ſo much written by the Finger of God, 
hat great Things muſt diſcover themſelves to 
you that launch forth into the midft of it, and 


8 his ¶ turn over, or are turned over by, every Leaf; 
your and view all the ebbings and flowings, the veer- 
nent, ings and ſhiftings of this inconſtant Element? 
ughy zhich, however ſtrange and unaccountable it 


ſeems to us, is govern'd by a fix'd and conſtant. 
Rule, and obſerves the Laws that were given 
o in them, when the Waters firſt retreated from the 
Earth. Theſe a Man may acquaint himſelf 


e 108 with by human Reaſon and Obſervation, and 
es, from thence find Cauſe to magnify his Maker, 
yet without being taught ſo to do by his written 
the Word. Where we read of the Glory that God 
lous acquired to himſelf, the Memory of which ſhall 
can laſt whilſt the World endures, by conducting 
ons his People through the Red Sea, and making 
ns, the Waves thereof a Wall to them on the right 
ead Hand and on the left; and then releaſing them 

1 on a ſudden, to the Deſtruction of Pharaoh and 
rge all his Hoſt. But ſuch Honour have all his 
old Saints; ſuch Deliverances have all thoſe that 


ing call upon him, whoſe Lives he preſerveth in the 
ne WF Floods : Without a Miracle it may be ſaid 
lat the elevated Waters are a Wall to them on 
ler ä C 3 either 


\ ». 
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either Side, and a precipitated and ſudden Clo- 
ſure, were it permitted, might be as futal as 
it was to the Egyptians, and anne them | 
in the dark Abyſs. | 

And this their Preſervation an be reaſonably 
aſcribed to nothing inferiour than to the Hand of 
Providence! They are themſelves His Iſrael, a 
People ſaved of the Lord. And your thus aſeri- 
bing it to his Clemency and Goodneſs, and ac- 
knowledging it the Work of his Wiſdom and 
Power, is, ſtrictly ſpeaking, to glorifie God, and 7 
celebrate his Name with Praiſe. 3 

And thoſe certainly that uſe the Seas above 
the reſt of Mankind, are under the higheſt and 
warmeſt Obligations ſo to do; and nothing 
leſs can in Reaſon and juſtice, in Duty and 
Gratitude, and common Ingenuity, be expected 
from them. I would defire to preſs this more 


at large upon thoſe whom I am addreſſing to, 1 : 
becauſe I take it to be the main Buſineſs of 
our coming together upon this Occaſion. - And 


the Evidences of it, I doubt not but, by the 
ſecret Actings of divine Grace, you will find 
ariſing freſh upon your Hearts and Minds from 4 
theſe following Conſiderationss. 2 
1 ff, Of the Perils that in the Way of your 
Vocation, and doing your Buſieſs upon the 
Waters, you are ſometimes neceſſarily Expoſed to- 
2 Aly, The Eſcapes and Deliverances, ordinary | 
ot extraordinary, that you as frequently enjoy. | 
3aly, The Calls and Remembrances that are 
ever before you to enliven this Duty. 


And 


( 23 ) 

And laſtly, upon all theſe Accounts, and many 
more, the perfect Knowledge and Experience, 
the deep Senſe and Apprehenſion that muſt be 
ſuppoſed to remain upon your Minds and Con- 
ſciences, whilft you feriouſly weigh and conſider 
theſe Things. 

Firſt, The many Perils by Water, that you 
are uſually converſant in, and have been, or may 
be expoled to. The, Sea of it ſelf, taking the 
calmeſt Seaſons, and chuſing the moſt pacifick 
Regions, is at the beſt but a treacherous Ele- 
ment for an earthy Creature to truſt its Life 
upon; . moſt Animals do it with great Relu- 
ctancy, and expreſs their Horrour at the Un- 
ſtableneſs of their Condition with Shrieks and 
Tremblings, when they forego the Land: And 
it takes ſome. Trouble at firſt to reconcile to 
human Reaſon the loſing the Sight of it; as 
if all were equally ſenſible, that if their wooden 
Support ſhould fail them, or any Part of it 
give Way, their new Habitation would preſerve 
life but a tew Moments. | 
A Heathen Poet “ admires and applauds the 
Hardineſs and Reſolution of the Man that firſt 
IF ventured himſelf and his Boat upon the Ocean; 
3 and yet he lived in-a fair Weather Country, as 
we may call it, and where it was uſual to keep 
the Seas only during the favourable and gentle 
Summer Months. But what would he have faid 
had he lived in our Times, and ſeen the Na- 
tives of =_ Ile, (che Romans other n ad- 
014 FRA „ — 
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venturing into the Northern Seas, driven with 
Storms of Sleet and freezing Tempeſts, ſhaping 
their Way between Mountains of Rocks and 
Sands, under the Stars that never ſet, to en- 
counter with the Monſters of the Deep, and re- 
move the Fiſh from their diſturbed Habitations, 
to ſupply the Food and Nouriſhment of Man- 
kind ? and this at thoſe ſevere and raging 
Szaſons, in the Depth of Winter, when one Deep 
calleth upon another, and when a Man, without 
preſſing Neceſſity, would hardly ſtir abroad, or i 
venture upon a Journey by Land? * 4 
Surely he would have efteem'd our Britons a ix 
brave adventurous People, form'd by Nature and 
Situation for all marine Atchievements; that, 


like amphibious Creatures, can fix their Habi- 


tations either on the Land or Water, as ſuiteth 
them beſt ; and are never out of their Way, 3 
where their own Benefit, or the Good of the 
Nation, calls them forth. True Engliſh Spirits 1 


are above all flaviſh Fears, and our Art and 4 


Induſtry, by God's Bleſſing, has improved Na- 
vigation to that Pitch, as to prepare and fur- 
niſh forth Veſſels and Mariners for all Seas and 
Seaſons, all Occupations and Purpoſes : And 
our holy Religion teaches us ſuch Affiance in 
God, as to repoſe our ſelves under the Shadow of, 
bis Wings, with as much Security and Peace by 
Sea, as by Land; ſince He equally commands and 
governs both according to his Will, 


* 4 


And thus you go forth chearfully and with 
a prepared Spirit, where your Duty calls, and as 
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you have Opportunities of doing good. But 


ſtill the more you deſpiſe the Dangers that you 
make your Way through, the more ought you 
to honour him that protects you under them. 
Thoſe that have Marine Employments, cannot 
be ſuppoſed to remain inſenfible of either. You 
have your Danger and your Duty both ſet very 
elegantly before you in the Words after the 
Text, and may read them alſo in the Features 
of the Deep, when the Countenance thereof is 
angry and lowring ; when God commandeth and 
raiſeth the ſtormy Wind, and lifteth up the Waves 
thereof: They mount up to the Heavens, they go 
down again to the Depths (below) their Soul is 
melted becauſe of Trouble : They reel to and fro, and 


| Rlagger like a drunken Man, and are at their Wits 


end. Then they cry unto the Lord in their Trouble, 
and he bringeth them out of their Diſtreſs. 

2. Which brings we to the ſecond Confidera- 
tion of Thankſgiving, and that the moſt natural 
and delightful of any you can go upon, viz. 
A faithful Remembrance of thoſe Deliverances, 
whether ordinary or extraordinary, whatſoever 
they be, that God may have vouchſafed unto you: 
As there are none of you but can recolle& a 
great many; you very well know that the 
richeſt Communications of the Power and Gdod- 
neſs of God, are diſplay'd in our greateſt Wants 
and Neceſſities: Providence is continually active 
for thoſe that truſt in God during their Trou- 
ble and Calamity ; at ſuch a critical Time, he 
that keepeth 1ſrael never ſlumbers nor ſleeps ; if 
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Dangers be without Intermiſſion, ſo are his Pre- 
ſervations too; and as one Wave cometh upon the 
Neck of another, ſo are the Out-goings of his 
Mercies The Wiſdom of God triumphs over 
all human Difficulties and Extremities, where 
that is at Hand (and it is over all his Works) 
tho you walk thorough the Valley of the A of 
Death, yet need you fear no Evil. 

Though the Waters of Affliction 5585 you 
round, about, and the Rocks and the Quickſands 
threaten to break and ' devour you, and the 
Bowels of the Deep open wide to fwallow you 
up; yet his Rock and his Staff ſhall comfort n, Ml 
and bis ready and mighty Arm ſhall bring you Deli= 
verance out of Sion. Should we not, on ſuch Re- 
membrances eſpecially, adore his Goodneſs to- 
wards the Children of Men? Oh what a 
gracious and marvellous Interpoſition of Divine 
Providence was here ! that Men ſhould be ſafely 
Preſerved in a ſmall Veſſel, far from-any Port, 
driving like a Wreck upon the Sea, ſteadied 
only by a ſmall Sail, and that hidden under 
Water, when the leaſt drawing of -a Bolt, or 
ſtarting of a Plank, or ſpringing of the Well- 
head, muſt involve all in certain and unavoid. 
able Deſtruction! I have been told of ſome 
very narrow Eſcapes of this Nature; and tho 
perhaps I may not be able to cprels them in 
their proper Terms, yet I cannot forbekr re- 

marking, in our Saviour's Words, in the Returns 
of Thanks for ſuch Mercies they are ſo ſeldom 
offered, that when ten are delivered, we may 

ask, 


(99) 
ask, where are the nine? And tho? nothing 5s 
more manifeſt, than that the Lord hath his 
Way in the Whirlwind and in the-Storm, 'yet 


' no ſooner is the Danger over, but the Redemp- 
tion is forgotten ; and what Conſcienee then 


ſuggeſted will come wp no more, till wegs 
ſuch another Extremitʒ. 

But ſurely you had better Opinions, | wo 
quite contrary Sentiments in that Hour, when 
all Things faultred about you; and could: you 
but have had a Promiſe of Preſervation, you 
would have ſtipulated and paſſed your moſt ſo- 


4 | lemn Vows for Abſtinence, for Mortification, and 


all the penitential Duties of an obedient Life, 
to have it but prolonged, and 'be reftored again 
to your Families. And ſince it was freely given 
beyond your Hopes, and equal 'to your Wiſhes, 
one would think it ſhould not fail of working 
the intended Effect upon all generous Spirits; 

nay, your very Baptiſmal Engagements, as rea- 
ſonable in themſelves, and often renewed, ſhotild 
faſten the ſame Obligations upon you; your 
common Obſervations in your Voyages, when 
moſt profperous, ought to teach you thus much; 
Admonitions there are rather more foreible, and 
harder to be reſiſted, than at ordinary Times; 
for how can they forbear thinking of Heaven, 
or endeavouring to- arrive at that bleſſed Place, 
where Peace, Tranquillity and Joy for ever abound, 
who are ſo often mounted aloft” in the Sky, 
upon the Summit of a rifing Wave? Or can 
their Minds be unaffected with the Terrours of 
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Hell, that are ſometimes let down towards the 
Centre, and ſeem as if they were deſcending 
to the bottomleſs Pit? 

Others, that live at Eaſe, and come not into 


Trouble, may ſlumber on in a ſinful Security, 


till Death himſelf comes to awaken them, or 
ſome lingring Sickneſs ſeizes their Spirits, and 
then perhaps it may be too late for them to 
redeem the Time, and retrieve their loſt Op- 
portunities; but it can hardly well be imagined, 
that thoſe Perſons can reſt unmindful of God 
and another World, and a Day of final Account, 
who have but one Step, as their Soul liveth, be- 
tween them and Death, having forſaken this Earth, 
whereon we ſtand, for a while, and are not 
ſure of their Return to it again. ' They ſee the 
Waves continually haſtening to the Shore, and 
doing Homage to God, in gently touching the 
Boundaries that he has ſet them; but whether 
or no ſome or other of them ſhall not inter- 
cept. their Retreat, or their Sands' be all run 
out before the Voyage is happily finiſhed, is 
more than any one can tell; and therefore we 
may well hope, whilſt they many they will fear 
and reverence the Great God, in whoſe Hand 
their Soul is : And when he brings them back 
in Safety, they ſhall abundantly utter the Memory of 
his great Goodneſs, and ſing of his Righteouſneſs. 
Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praiſed ;, and 
his Goodneſs is 3 Pſal. 145. 7, 3. 
3aly, An additionary Argument you have for 
Thapkſgiving to Almighty God, not only fox 
the 
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(29) 
the Preſervation of your Lives and Veſſels, but 
alſo for proſpering you with Encreaſe; and not 
only enabling you to make a competent Proviſion 
for your Families, but alſo to be Inſtruments 
of much Good to others, your Neighbours _ 
Fellow-Subjetts. | 
- There is a preſent Satisfattion in taking Pains 
for an honeſt Livelihood, and having no De- 
pendency on others for Bread ; the Sleep of a 


labouring Man is ſweet at preſent, and in the, 


Event it will be a double Comfort, to have ga- 


ther'd a Supply for thoſe whom one is obliged 
to provide for, and moreover to have laid up 


for the Neceſſities of old Aye, out of the In- 


duftry and Pains we have taken in the Days 
of our Youth and Activity. 

And herein both juſtice and. Charity 25 | 
ſwade us all to bear a Part in your Joy; every 
good Chriftian, will commend, and every good 
Subject will encourage, ſuch an uſeful Under- 
taking, where ſo many poor are not only em- 
ploy'd, but fed; and not only fed themſelves, 
but by the product of their Labours, they re- 
duce the exorbitant Price of Proviſions ſo much; 
that others, with a ſmall Part of their Earn- 


ings, may furniſh their Tables with a wholſome 
and plentiful Repaſt : Tis incredible to relate 


what. Numbers are benefitted, - if not wholly 

maintain'd, by this Means. 

Sir Walter Rawleigh, in a Fropoſal for the Ad- 

vancement of it, reckons up no leſs than. eight 

Thouland Perſons, ſuſtained by a Quantity of 
Veſſels, 
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(30) 
Veſſels, in Number and Bulk not exceeding yours. 
And what redounds very much to the Credit of 
this Imploy, it has a publick Acknowledgment 
from the Wiſdom of the Nation; and I think 
nothing greater can be ſaid in Farbur of it, than 
that the Wealth, * Honour, and Safety of this 
Realm, as well in the Maintenance and Sup- 
port of Navigation, as in many other Reſpedts, 
doth in a great Meaſure depend upon the 
Encouragement and Improvement of the Fiſherys 
So. happy are you in the Favour and e 


of your Governours, 


But not to entangle your Meditations at pre- 
ſent with any Thing relating to the Affairs and 
Advantages of this World, any farther- than 
they are juſt Occaſions of Thankſgiving 3: there 
is one Thing of a higher Nature that you 
ought to look up to, and entirely rely upon; 
and that is, the Promiſe of Almighty God, who 
has given you his Word for it, that the dili- 
gent ſhall ſtand before Kings, and he that laboureth 
(ball gather Increaſe : And foraſmuch as it has 
Pleated: him to proſper both our private and 
publick Navigation in ſo many Inſtances of 
Mercy: Oh that Men would therefore praiſe the 
Lord, &c. And as to the true and regular man- 
ner of diſcharging this Duty, in celebrating our 
Maker's Name, we are originally framed and 
qualify'd for it: Tis an Act of natural Re- 
ligion, and our own Hearts and Minds, when 
rightly tuned and — will beſt inſpire 

and 


— 
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and inſtruct us in the Performance of it; human 
Experience gives the beſt Grounds to ſet forth 
and magnifie the divine Goodneſs, and every 
Man's private Memory and Recollection will 
farniſh him with Arguments and Expreſſions, 
well ſuited to glorifie God 53 Praiſe him in his 
noble Acts, ge him — to his en 
Greatneſs. 

The Rxaniples of the Serums of God in 
former Ages, that are kept upon Record, will 
ſupply us with Songs of Deliverance: The whole 
Book of Pſalms is nothing elſe but either Me- 
ditations that lead to it, or the very Act and 
Exerciſe of divine Praiſes; and therefore mult 
be moſt proper and preferable, becauſe dictated 
by: the Spirit of God for that Purpoſe; and fo 
full and copious are the Inſtances, that every 
Man may find his own particular Mercies therein 
bpatheticaly deſeribed; and Words and Thoughts 
piouſly ſuggeſted. to him, how to addreſs him- 
ſelf unto God upon that Occafion. * © 

But after all, our on Conſciences will tell us, 
that the trueſt and moſt acceptable Way of 
Living Thanks to God, is to teſtify our Grati- 
IF tude by a renewed Obedience; and praiſe him 
not only with our Lips, but in out Lives, that 
he has been ſb tender and careful of, and ſtept 
in ſo kindly and ſeaſonably to preſerve: The 
Time that he has given and enlarged, ought 
to be conſecrated - to his Service. As he has 
gone before us, we can do no leſs than follow 
him in the Way of his Commandments, which 


are 


(32) 


are not grievous z offer therefore your Souls 
beſt Alfections. And I beſeech you alſo, Brethren, 


| by the ſame Mercies of God, that ye preſent your 


Bodies 4 living Sacrifice, - holy and acceptable unto 
God, which is your reaſonable Service, Rom. 12. 1. 
"Tis the moſt laudable, and the moſt delight- 
ful Employment you can be converſant about; 
nay, Heaven it ſelf affords no better; and 


' whilſt you are praiſing God with - joyful Lips, 


and uneſtranged Hearts, you will find with 
David, Your. Souls ſhall be fill d with Marrow and 
Fatneſs. | 

Theſe are the Obligations that are faſtened 
upon our Minds by God's Mercies and For- 
bearances, whilſt he draws us with the Cords 


of a Man, and wins us by the Operations and 


Wonders of his Love. But are they really an- 
ſwer d and made good? Have his Deliverances 
made us thus ſincerely thankful? Have they 
wrought that happy Effect upon your Hearts 
and Conſciences? let your Conſciences them- 
ſelves determine that Queſtion: If they have 
not, there muſt be ſome mighty Obſtacle in 
the Way. I ſhall therefore proceed to my 


Ill. Endeavour to point out the main Indiſ- 
poſitions and Hindrances that are wont to retard 
and diſappoint this ſo generous, ſo reaſonable, 
ſo delightful, and profitable a Service; and 
thew the Occaſions and Cauſes of the Diſuſe of 
it, as they ariſe amidſt the Hurries and Tu- 


multuouſneſs of a marine Life. | 
2 What 


(33) | 
What they ate, and where they are to be 
found, if you will favour me with your Attention, 
I ſhall attempt to - diſcover, under _ oy 
probable Conjettures. 
1. The firſt, and moſt general one, I take to 
be the Want of a religious Frame of Temper, 
and ſerious and thoughtful Diſpoſition of Mind, 
during the Time that Buſineſs is tranſacted, or 
ſome remarkable providential Protections, or 
Puocceſſes obtained at Sea. Let Favour: be ſhewn 
00 the Wicked, yet he will not learn Righteouſneſs, and 
„ not behold the Majeſty of the Lord. Lord when 
by Hand is lifted up they will not ſee, but they 
ſhall ſee and be aſhamed. For it is than, Lord, that 
lt ordain Peace for us; yea, thou alſo haſt wrought 
Well our Works in us. It argues a ſtrange Blindneſs - 
and Stupidity, not to take any Notice of thoſe 
FA ſſiſtances or Appointments, that can be aſcri- 
ed to nothing but Providence, and the Ope- 
Fations, ordinary or extraordinary, of the ſu- 
reme inviſible Power; tho? it cannot be diſcern'd- 
y our. bodily) Eyes, the Exerciſe of Reaſon, 
ud the Actings of Faith, may eaſily find it out. 
But if there be not a Senſe and Dependency on 
hat beforehand, or during the Extremity, it 
ran never be expected there ſhould: be any Re- 
urn of Praiſe made afterwards. \ Or if there be 
any Acknowledgments that fall ſhort of Hen- 
ven, they will be paid to undue Objects, and 
after a Heatheniſh ridiculous Manner. Thoſe 
Idalaters, that Her d Incenſe to their. Drag, could 
not be ſo ſenſeleſs as to think there Was any 
42 5 D Re- 


* 


1 


I” 


- we 


— 


re e 64 = 


7 s 


t 


(34) 
Relief in ſuch a Sacrifice, made, to that which 
they had firſt invented and made themſelves; % 
but what was meant by it is, they were ſo im- 
piouſly confident, as to attribute wholly to 
their own ingenious Conduct and skilful Ap- 
plication, all the Safety and Proſperity they Þ 
have met withal, as if it was what they were | 
ſure of, and could command at any Time, with- 
out being beholden to any other Power or 
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and coming in ſecurely, they trouble themſelves | 
about nothing farther than their own Manage- 
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had reſerved no Share of the Government of it Z 
to Bimſelf. = 


that, OE with Watchfulneſs and Fruga- Z 
- lity, 


ry'd to Maturity and Succeſs; becauſe though 
a Man cannot always proſper his Affairs by the 
beſt he can do, and Favour is not certain to 
Men of Skill, yet it is ever in his own Power 3 
to ruin aa i and that ſpeedily and elfectually BZ 
too, by ſuch Methods as arg eafy and natural 

enough 


Direction above them, or about them. And 
thus it comes to paſs, that for the Fruits and 
Benefits of their Voyage, and their going out 


ment, as if there were no Thanks due to any 
but themſelves, | eſpecially not to any ſpiritual | j 
inviſible Being; that muſt be left wholly' out of L 
the Account, as if God that made the Sea, had 4m 
left it wholly, to the Winds and Currents, and 


Doubtleſs there is a worthy Commendation | 2 | 
due to Induſtry, Art and Labour, and without 


Deſign that is honourable and benefi- 
cial, as yours is, can be hoped ever to be car- 


e 
enough, but far from being commendable. 
vet Whenever Things do go well, as carry'd on 
by Wiſd6m, Strength and Coſt, the Succefs 
muſt not be aſcribed to ſuch canning, Power 
and Riches, but to God alone; and none other, 
may bate a Rivalſtüp or Share in his Glory. 
For, ſupp6ſe that human Art, or Contrivance, 
had an eminent Hand in it, from whence- came 
all this Excellency and Perfection, and who im- 
F parted to you this Underſtanding ? Does not 
erery ſuch Gift come down from the Father of 
Lights, with whom is no Variablineſs, nor Shadow' of 
Change? Abſtract it x while from the Original 
Fountain, and you will foon ſee how weak, and 
inconſiderable a Help it is, and how ſmall a 
Matter it will avail. Would you be contented 
to be ſent upon the Tryal? and dare you put 

out to Sea, ſuppoſing it deſtitute of a divine 

FP rovidence ? Would you traſt your ſelf to tlie 
Mercy of the faithleſs and raging Element? 
Could ye be aſſured for once that thoſe Limits 
ere ſuſpended, and thoſe Props removed where- 
Noith it has been held up, and reſtrained ever 
4 ince the Creation? Were you never ſo well 
vrrovided, you would find your ſelves in a-very 
unſafe and dangerous Condition, every fingle 
AF Moment liable to Death and ſure Deſtruction, 
and not one poor Help to guard you from it, 
that may any Ways be trafted to, or rely d upon. 

If a Storm ſhonld ariſe, could you filence it 
with all your Eloquence, and perſwade the loud 
Tempeſts to be ſtill, and not ruffle or diſcom- 
_w_ | pole 


* 


(C36) 
poſe you, by hurrying you from the Hold you 
have taken? Or ſhould you be driven into the 
Road of Danger, or caſt upon ſome inhoſpitable 
Coaſt, could you melt the Rocks with your 
Tears, or ſooth the Savages with your Intreaties, 
or extricate your ſelves from the unknown Sands, 
by any Steerage or Counſel of your o. n? 
Alas, when all is Fret and Confuſion about you, 
you may happen to be all of a ſudden fo be- 
wildred and nonplus'd, as not to know what 7 
Courſe, to direct, and be render'd as dead-hearted 
and incapable to help your ſelves to Liberty 
and Security, as the Captive Fiſh, that are pent li 
up and encloſed underneath you. And as to 
your being ſo well provided, however firm and 
ſecure the Workmanſhip may be, and good and 
plenteous the Supplies, the Stores at length 
may fail, or the Foundations give Way and de- 
ceive you. Or if your Plenty endures, the 4 
richeſt Maſs of Treaſure will not purchaſe a 
mild and favourable Wind, or a ſufficient Depth 
of Water; and the Ship that is freighted with 
precious Wares, and all the Affluence of the 
Indies, may be aſſoon bilged and caft away, as A 
another that is ballaſted with the common 
Sand of the Shoar. And as to bodily Strength, Wi 
and Vigour of Conſtitution, it is as little to be / 
confided in at ſuch boiſtering Times. I 

How often has it been ſeen, that Men care- 
leſly expoſing themſelves, and boaſting of their 
Might, have been over-powered and loſt by | 
ſudden Guſts, and forcible Accidents? And no 

Won- 
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Wonder Man ſhould flip and be born down, 
when Canvas and Cordage will not hold, and 
the ſtreighteſt and ſoundeft Trees of the Moun- 
tains, cannot keep their ſtanding. Ceaſe ye from 
Man, therefore, whoſe Breath is in his Noſtrils, for 
wherein is he to be accounted of But let all thoſe 
that put their Truft in God rejoyce, and give 
Thanks, becauſe it is he alone that defendeth them, 
and with his Favour doth he compaſs them as with 


4 Shield. 
2. Another Obſtacle there is, which puts 


I Men off from all Thoughts and Intentions of 


any religious Thankſgiving z which though it 
has no real Exiſtence, nor any Foundation in 
Nature, but only in the miſtaken Opinions, or 
falſe Reliances of Mankind, yet effectually robs 
the great God himſelf of bis Honour and Praiſe, 
wherever it is referr'd to, and that is Chance 
or good Fortune : And yet nothing is more 
common, than for every Thing that ſucceeds 
well to be deriv'd from hence, and what is 
moſt ſurprizing, and agreeable to the Hearts 
Deſire, to be accounted for that Way. 

The Veſſels come in with favourable Gales and 
full Tides, repleniſh'd with Wares, Fruits, or 
Animals, fit for Food; as if the Earth and 
Sea had joyned all their Stores together, to ad- 
miniſter to the better Nouriſhment, Delights, 
and Conveniencies of Mankind, and to acknow- 
ledge the Charter and Dominion given to Noah 
and his Poſterity, when the Waters retreated 
within their Bounds after the Deluge, and God 
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ſaid to the Children of Men, Be fruitful, and 
multiply, and repleniſh the Earth; and the Fear of 
you, and the Dread of you ſhall be upon every Beaſt 
of the Field, and upon every Fowl of the Air, and 
upon all that moveth upon the Earth, and upon all 
the Fiſhes of the Sea, into your Hand they are deli- 
vered, Gen. 9. 1, 2. Let the indigent and needy 
now rejoyce, and thoſe for whom nothing is 
provided; there is now no longer any Dread 
of Famine or Scarcity. If the Lands ſhould not. 
bring. forth their Encreaſe abundantly, the 
Flowings in of Plenty from the Ocean, will help 
to ſupply that Defect, and yield moderate Re- 
freſhment to the Labours of Mankind. The 
Poor will have ſomething to ſpare from their 
Neceſſity, having their Food at a lower Rate, 
to purchaſe Raiment, and a Houſe to cover Shame; 
and the Hearts of the Widow and F acherleſs 
Mall exult and ſing. | 

But where is the Tribute maid to the Al- 
mighty Donor out of all this Abundance and 
Encreaſe? So many Thouſands to partake of 
the Benefit, and yet ſo few to diſcharge. the 
Duty; inſtead of the Voice of Thankſgiving to 
God, all that is heard is, Applauſes of the 
good Fortune, lucky Chances, and marvellous 
and ſurprizing Hits, as if God and his good 
Providence were to be baniſhed out of the World. 
For indeed ſo it muſt be, and all Religion ſink. 
to the Bottom, if you once come to allow any 
Vertue, or Agency, to Chance or Fortune. Either 


it is a Being, or no Being; if it is no Being, 
and 


( 39.) 


and you aſcribe any Efficacy or Event to it, 
then you are guilty of the greateſt Abſurdity 
and Nonſenſe in Nature; for nothing has no 
Acts or Properties; and that which is not, can 
have no Influence over Things that be, much 


li- leſs any Dominion over them. For this will be 
5 to make Non-exiſtence ſuperiour to real Exiſt» 


ence, and demean Beauty, Harmony, and Order, 
to ſubmit to Darkneſs, Uncertainty and Confu- 
ſion; and if this Chance be a thing diſtinct from 
divine Providence, it muſt deſtroy the Nature 
and Operations thereof. For Providence ever 
acts according to the Rules and Dictates of 
infinite Wiſdom, juſtice and Goodneſs; but 
Chance comes under no Deſigns or Regulations 
at all, and muſt needs prevent all Thankſgiving 
for any good Event, becauſe it might as well 
not have happen'd, being fortuitous and unac- 
countable. And as to Fortune, in Oppoſition 
to Providence, which one would rather chuſe to 
be govern'd by, is very eaſy to determine; for 
chat Chance or Fate, or whatever it was that 
made you rich, this Voyage, may, notwithſtand- 
ing you continue to act with the ſame Diligence, 
and under the ſame Probabilities, make you poor 
the next; and therefore he that values himſelf 
W for being a Child of Fortune, rather than a 
Servant of God, may upon his own Principles 
be proved to be as void of Joy and Delight, as 
he is of Wiſdom and Underſtanding. 

3. But this is a Matter of Speculation; and 
a more common Indiſpoſition to the Duties of 
D 4 Thankſ⸗ 
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Co) 
Thankſgiving, is owing to the Defect of the 
Memory than of the Judgment, even amongſt 


Religion, and would not wilfully be found in 
any Caſe to att contrary to the Obligations 
thereof, or not ſuffer it to have its juſt Influence 
over their Actions. l | 
And that is occafion'd by the not thoroughly 
conſidering the Dealings of the Almighty, fo 
as to keep them upon a laſting Remembrance i 
and Record, ſo as to make ſuitable Improve- 7 
ment of them by an After- thought, as Leiſure i 
and Opportunity ſhall ſerve. : 
What I mean by the Dealings of God with the 
Sons of Men, and propoſe to your Obſervation | 
as Incentives to your Gratitude and Love, is the 
Diſplay of his Attributes, and not the Tendency 
of his Decrees, for they are hidden beyond the 
Scrutiny of human Knowledge, and his Judg- 
ments are unſearchable; yea, his Way is in the 
Sea, and his Paths in the deep Waters, and his 
Footſteps are not known, Pſal. 77. 19. But as to 
the Attributes, and eſſential Perfections of the 
Deity, they are diſcernable at greater Advan- 
tage (as I have already inſtanced) at Sea, than 
upon dry Land; they ſtrike with deeper and 
quicker Impreſſions; and being temper d witk 
Mercy and Loving · kindneſs, the Touches they | 
give ought to be the more lively and lafting : Wl 
The Ocean is not only a confiderable Branch of 
his Dominion, but is deſcribed as the Place of 
his Abode; or, at leaſt, the Avenue that leads 
| ' to 


(41) 
to a Sight of his Majeſty and Greatneſs; for he 
walketh upon the Waters, and rideth upon the Wings 
of the Wind : there is that Leviathan, whom God 
hath made to take his Paſtime therein. Neverthe- 
leſs, ſportive and portentous as he is, whoſe 
unweildy Bulk and Strength is ſuch, as to en- 
danger the overſetting of confiderable Veſſels, 
he is taught to ſubmit to Man, even to the 
Britons, as Lords of the Northern Seas under 
him, whoſe Dominion ruleth over all ; and with 
his huge Remains, and pretious Tribute of 
Bone and Oil, to adorn the Triumph, and en- 
large the Benefit and Advantage of our Fiſhery. 
Whilft our adventurous Youth are retrieving the 
Glory of their Anceſtors, not diſcouraged with 
encountring Rocks of Ice, and engaging with 
floating Iſlands, and grappling the fell Monſters 
of the Deep, rather than ſuffer a Trade, for- 
merly found ſo beneficial to the Publick, and at 
Preſent ſo deſervedly encouraged and promoted, 
to be wholly intercepted and loft in foreign Parts. 
And Job's Queſtion may now again be anſwer'd, 
which he propoſed in his 41 Chapter. Cunſt 
thou draw out Leviathan with a Hook, or his Tongue 
with a Cord which thou letteſt down ? Canſt thou 
put 4 Hook in his Noſe, or bore his Jaw thorough 
with a Thorn? Canſt thou fill his Skin with 
barbed Irons, or his Head with Fiſhſpears? All 
this is now accompliſhed, and many more Ad- 
vantages, that are owing to the Strength and 
Situation of our happy Iſle, under the Favour 
of our righteous Government, and the Bleſſing 
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of Heaven; which tho* they be too numerous 
and great to be reckon'd up, yet for that Reaſon 
ought to remain the more conſpicuous - and 
laſting Monuments of Thenkſgiving. _ | 

And one Thing ought not to be paſſed over 
in Silence, as the higheſt Privilege we enjoy, the 
pure Light of the Goſpel, and the Knowledge 
and Liberty of worſhipping God in Sincerity 
and Truth, and praiſing him in bis Holineſs," in a 
Language we underſtand, free from all Tinctures 
of Idolatry and Superſtition; ; Whilſt others that 
abide in Heathen Darkneſs, and remain in the 
uttermoſt Parts of the Sea, are as mute and un- 
affected with the Praiſes of God, as the Fiſhes 
themſelves, or hang up their votiye Tables u. 
Neptune and e/olus. | 

And thoſe under the Deluſion of nen. cal 
upon St. Nicholas and St. Chriſtopher to pray for 
them, and pay their Vows and Offerings at the 
Shrines of the canonized Saints: Our Truft is 
in the Lord our God, who hath made Heaven and 
Earth, who bridleth up the Flouds, and maketh the 


Storm a Calm, and many ſuch Works are with him, 
_ whereof we rejoyce. And this our Feſtivity and 
dutiful Acknowledgment ought not to be the 


Work only of a Day, or a Year, but ſhould 
be made the Buſineſs of our whole Lives. 
Which puts me in mind of another Obſtacle, 
or Depravation, of a genuine Thankſgiving z 
which if not remedy'd and removed, may de- 
bar us from the Favour of God here, and 


exclude us from Admittance into his Jy, 
an 


| (43) 
and heavenly Kingdom hereafter ; And it is 
briefly this. 

4. That although the Generality of Perſons 
that have ſeen the World, and felt the Viciſſi- 
tudes thereof, be not ignorant of the Certainty, 
or upmindful of the Greatneſs of thoſe Mercies 
and Deliverances they have been converſant in, . 
and reap the Benefit of, eſpecially at Sea; yet 
ſtill they do not lay them to Heart; they are 
not ſo conſtant to their own Reſolutions and Pro- 
miſes, as to ſuffer them to make ſuch Impreſſion 
upon their Conſcience, as to effect a ſincere 
Reformation and Amendment, for the remaining 
Tenour of their Lives; but ſometimes it hap- 
pens far otherwiſe, and Men preſume upon their 
Mercies, and put the Day of their Repentance 
farther from them.; and. becauſe Sentence againſt 
an evil Work was not executed ſpeedily, when it was 
threamed, and thought immediately impending, 
therefore is the Heart of ſome of the Sons of 
Men ſtill ſer in them to do Evil, Their Hearts 
might relent perhaps a little at. firſt, and there 
Minds miſgive them, that Evil would hunt the 
Wicked to overthrow them; but as Things clear 
up, and by that Time they come to the Har- 
bour where they would be, and perhaps ear- 
neſtly defir'd and pray'd for at a dubious Time; 
and have now at length an Opportunity before 
them of performing Divine Service with De- 
cency and Devotion, yet they ſeem as indiffe- 
rent and unconcern'd, even in the very Exerciſ® 
of Religious Worſhip, and whilſt that _o 

* 


_ I rs — ee 


8 
þ 
* 
* 
C 

5 
. 
— 
5 
4 
5 
. 
A 
4 
u 
4 
ry 


: r r _— * ry 
. #9 % 8 . 
1 n WD 7a dt YI TOS. 9 - 3 = —— — >< * — he uw Av + "fa" 
. N A 4 1 x _—_— — r Pan + - y N - 
_ ** — : — * . =" > S 2 7 ; 4 


(44) 
diſcours'd upon, which they are ſo highly 
concern'd in Intereſt and Gratitude to diſcharge, 


as if their whole Lives had been one continued 


Calm, and they had never been beholden to 


their Maker for any ſuch Protection or Deli- 


verance at all. | 4 
It has been a Point of Natural Religion, that 


is, the Belief and Practice of all Nations under 


the Sun, to have Recourſe to Heaven, and lift 
up their Hearts and Hands to the God above, 
in Times of imminent Danger and Diftreſs, 
Whatſoever other Articles they may differ in, 
they ever conſented and do agree in this, that a 
ſober, grave, and ſerious Deportment, is highly 
neceſſary and becoming when Perils encreaſe, 
and all created Helps diminiſh and begin to 
fail. For then if a ſudden and unexpected Re- 
lief do not come in Seaſon, who can abide it, 
or their Heart hold out in ſuch dreadful Ex- 
tremity? I may appeal to the Memory and 
Experience of the greateſt Part here preſent, 
if they have not found God to be a very 1 01 
Help in Time of Trouble. 

And how welcome is Deliverance at ſuch a 
Criſis? and what would not Men do to pro- 
cure it ? They call upon God in the Anguiſh 
of their Soul for Mercy and Redemption, and 
cry out upon their Sins as the manifeſt Cauſes 
of all their Calamities and Misfortunes: And 
O! how good will they be, if they may but 
ſurvive the Day of Evil? and perhaps make 
ſome ſolid Promiſes, and warm Reſolutions of 


remain- 


Lanes 
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remaining ſo for | a Continuance: Like Jonab's 
Mates, when the Lord ſent a great Wind into the. 
Sea, and there was « mighty Tempeſt, ſo that the. 
Ship was like to be broken, then the Mariners were 
afraid, and cried every Man to bis God. 

Thus Men will diſcern their ſpiritual Condi- 
tion beſt, when their temporal Goods are in the 
worſt Poſture; and think of amending their 
Manners, when Life it ſelf lies at Stake: And 
can readily be prevailed upon to comply ſd far 
with the Terrour of their Conſciences, as to 
make Lamentation for. their Sins, and entertain 
ſome Thoughts of forſaking them, and call upon 
God in an Hour when none but He can fave 
them. But alas! this is but a forced, diſſembled 
Piety; the haſty, tho' reaſonable, Reſolutions 
go off with the Winds, and ſubfide with the- 
Calm; and the Man puts on his habitual 
Features again, and becomes juſt the ſame 
Creature as he was before. Could the pious 
Reſolves, kindled in the Tempeſt, have endured 
but till they came back to the Port, they muſt 
at leaſt have produced a temporary Thankſ- 
giving : But, like thoſe on a Sick-Bed, they 
are commonly good, but not ſo far ſet home 
upon the Affection and Judgment, as to become 
laſting and ſincere; and this is the Cauſe that 
God laſes the Honour of his ſaving Mercies, 
than which nothing is more unreaſonable. 0h 
that Men would therefore praiſe the Lord for bis 
Mercies, and the Wonders that he doth for the 
Children of Men, &c. 
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(46) 
And thus 1 have, I hope, with ſufficient Plain- 
neſs, and Appearance of Truth and Reality, 
pointed out the main Hindrances that defeat 


the Work we are now Intent upon, the glorify- 


ing God for his paſt Mercies, and confiding in 
him for the future, 

I ſhould make you ſenſible, that the Cauſes 
here aſſigned, the not keeping up a Senſe of 
Religion, the relying too much upon ſecond 
Cauſes, the attributing to Chance or Fortune 
our Well-being and Succeſſes, the not treaſuring 
up a Remembrance of them, or not laying 
them ſufficiently to Heart, may prove not only 
Hindrances to our Duty, but to our Happineſs 
alſo, and ſo put you upon the removing of 
them. But that will come under the general 
Heads that follow in their Order, and may 
nope to be effected by, 


IV. Diſcovering the Guilt and Sinfulneſs > 
ſuch wilful Omiſſion of Neglett of Divine 


Offices, and how criminal it is to be wholly 


unmindful of them. 
David's Kingdom, which he tranſmitted to So- 
lomon his Son, was but an inland Region, though 
of great Extent, from the River unto the Land of 
the Philiſtines, who kept the Mediterranean Shore, 
and unto the Border of Egypt, 1 Kings 4. 21. So 
that he had but few Sea-Port Towns in his Do- 
minions, befides Elath and Ezzongebar, that main- 
tain'd the Traffick of the Red Sea, and whence 
the Royal ö went to Ophir for Gold. Vet he 
found 
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found (as himſelf deſcribes the Marine Profeſ: 
fion) thoſe that go down to the Sea in Ships, and 
do Buſineſs in deep Waters, to be ſo conſiderable 


a Body of Men, and their Behaviour to have _ 


ſuch an Influence upon the Safety and « Well- 
being of his Government, that he condeſcends 
to make his Addreſs to them in Particular, with 
Directions how they may beſt ſerve and pleaſe 
that Almighty Power, that ruleth over Heaven 
and Earth, the Sea, and all deep Places. 0 
that Men would therefore praiſe the Lord for bis 
Goodneſs, and the Wonders that he. doth to the Chil- 
dren of Men, &c. 

As if he thought, through the Tumults of a 
wicked World, and the Treachery of our cor- 
rupt Nature, they might be. under ſome Promp- 
titude and Temptation to forget, and aft with 
a falſe Byaſs the contrary Way; or, as if he 
apprehended they might contract ſome heavy 
and provoking Guilt, that would be viſited upon 
themſelves, or upon the Publick, tis to be feared, 
ſhould they flight or abuſe the kind and remark- 


able Interpoſitions of Heaven in their Favour. 


And fo indeed it certainly would upon them, 
but not upon them only; the Neglect of ſo 
great Mercies received, would argue, 1. A Pro- 
phaneneſs in forſaking God. 2 Idolatry, in con- 
fiding on other Aids. 3. Stupidity, in nat being 
affected with what ſo nearly concern us, as 
Deliverances and Protettions. And, 4. Profeſs'd 


Inhumanity, in remaining unthankful, and un- 


unimproved under them. 
For 


(48) 

For the Sinfulneſs of the Negle& of this 
Duty, ſhould it any Time happen, for it is al- 
molt a Reflexion upon human Nature to ſuppoſe 
it; but 1 do not mean a total and univerſal 
Neglect; for how can a Man, when he occa- 
ſionally relates, or calls to Mind the many 
Dangers that he has run, or fail'd through, and 
his narrow and almoſt mitaculous Eſcapes from 
ſudden Death and Deſtruction; how can his 
Heart forbear to lift up it ſelf to fo gracious 
a God, or his Mind refrain from exulting and 
triumphing in the mighty Power that watches 
over him for his Preſervation whitherſoeyer he 
goes? or his Tongue be till, and not magnify 
ſuch inceſſant Goodneſs ? If a Man is not thus 
duly employ'd at proper Seaſons, it muſt pro- 
ceed from ſome of thoſe Occaſions which we 
have already more particularly aſſigned the De- 
fe& of it to, viz. it muſt ariſe from a Diſ- 
regard to Providence, or not looking up ſo high, 
but reſting in other Means and Subſerviencies, 
or entirely letting go the former Experiences, 
as not worthy to be recorded, or not thinking 
that he is obliged upon their Account to make 
any Returns or Acknowledgments to any ſupe- 
riour Power. And to be ſo affected in any of 
theſe Reſpects, will be found to carry a high 
Degree of Guilt and Sinfulneſs bo. in the 
Thought and Practice; as, 

1. To ſhew a Diſregard to the 3 Works | 
of Providence, is revolting from God, the worſt 
and moſt dangerous Eſtate a Man can bring 

him- 


(49) 
himſelf into, and is capable of manifold. Guilt, 
and the moſt ſhocking Aggravations. Not to 
pray to God in Diſtreſs, or praiſe- his Name 
when Things go well with us, is manifeſt Undua 
tifulneſs, inaſmuch as he has enjoyn'd it for 
our Good; we are commanded to acquaint our [elves 
with God, — be at Peace; and he has promiſed 
to be found of them that draw nigh unto him; he 
meets us in his Word, and in his Works; and 
thoſe, other Comforts that refreſh our Souls, 
that proceed from him; and that we may not 
be ignorant of him, he is daily unfolding and 
turning over the Leaves of this great Volume, 
the World before us; and therefore ſor us to 
live and act, as if the Government of it was not 
ſafely and entirely lodged in his Hands, as if 
we could have no Communication with him, or 
had not been benefitted by him, is betraying ſuch 
Ignorance and Sloth, as is highly unbecoming our 
Nature and Condition. Beſides, it argues great 
Raſhneſs and Indiſcretion, to place our Deſires 
upon inverted Objects, ſo as to make that our 
Boſom Delight, and centre our Love and Depen- 
dance upon it, which deſerves nothing but our. 
Hatred and Contempt; and at the ſame Time. 
withdraw our ſelves from the Tuition of a Be. 
ing, that is ever kind and beneficial to u- 
And where cn a Man diſcover a more eriminal 
Inſtance of his Pride and Folly, than in ſetting 
up for himſelf, and removing that (if it were 
poſſible) out of the Way, Which is the only 
Stay and Support we can betake our ſelves tao 
| E 
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among the many Fears and Dangers we are 
encompaſſed 'withal ? Which made the Son of 
Sirach to pray to God the Father, the God of bis 
Life, not to leave him under fuch Imaginations,” nei- | 
ther to give him a proud Look, but to turn from 
him a daring Mind; but how daring ſoever a 
Man may be, he will find a Thouſand Enemies, 
every one of which will be more than a Match 
for him, taking him fingly, if he goes forth 
without the Guard and Aſſiſtance of Providence: 
Theſe I touch'd upon before; ſo that 1 have 
only farther to remark the Wickedneſs of the 
diſowning the Divine Hand 4nd Agency in our 
daily Affairs; it will take off all Reſtraint from 
Conſcience, yy lead Men blindfold upon the 
moſt enormous Offenes. Wy 
2. One of which is, the ti Confidench in 
created Beings, which is nothing leſs than Ido- 
latry in its fouleſt Shape; as if we not only diſ- 
believed that God was either able or willing to 
ſave and protect us, or that he had ever ſo 
done at any Time; but thought that vifible 
Means, and the Workings of Natural Cauſes, 
had effectually done the Buſineſs without Him, 
and left him nothing to do in the Government 
of the Affairs of Men; and 0 is not in 
all their Thoughts. | 
There may be indeed ſes ba Degrees of 
Approbation and Eſteem that do not amount 
to this ſo culpable an Affiance; and a Man may 
know how to value the Uſefulneſs and Excel- 
lency of any thing, and yet not repoſe himſelf 
Ons | upon 


(3) 

upon it · And dis incredible that any one ſhovld 
lean ſo much upon ſenſible and inanimare Beings 
more than their Nature will bear, when we 
are warn'd not to put ow Truſt, mo not in Princes, 
wor in any Child ef Man, becauſe there is no Help 
in them; but when their Breath goth forth, all their 
Thoughts periſh. Tis very raſh and unaceount- 
able, that Man, who is Vanity himſelf, ſhould 
place his Truſt upon another broken Reed, 
that can't ſupport it ſelf long together, and 
will pierce hit Hand. And yet ſomething like it 
happens upon that inconſtant Element, where 
People generally have a Care how and what 
they truſt to, becauſe ſhould it chance to give 
Way, they could not ſo eaſily recover themſelves. 
e The Elements, ſay they, were very angry at 
© ſuch a Time, and Things very tempeſtuous 
c about us; but then the Veſſel was ſtrong 
<< built, and though ſhe labour d very much, 
« yet her Timbers were ſtaunch and well put 
<« together, and there was no Fear of foundring. 
<« The Billows ran ſo high, and brake with 
te ſuch Force, daſhing againſt one another in 
tc quick and contrary Motions, that it was al- 
«< moſt impratticable to keep the Deck; we were 
<* carried up to the Heaven, and then down 
c again to the Deep, inſomuch that we reeled 
eto and fro, and ftagger'd like drunken Men, 
te and were almoſt at our Wits Ends; but they 
© that cant away with theſe ſudden Shocks, are 
&© not fit to go to Sea; we had Youth and 
e Strength of our Side all the while, and wea- 
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you before, but he muſt needs be exceedingly 
incenſed and provoked thereby; becauſe it is 
as it were ſubſtituting themſelves in his Stead, 
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Deliverange; nay, they were not wanting to 
call upon God, to- the beſt of their Power, and 
ſo far as the confuſed and turbulent Poſture of 
their Affairs would then permit them: But 
theſe Things happening of a ſudden, and as it 
were in a Paſſage from one Nation to another 


ther; the Memory and Impreſſion of the Mercy 


Gueſt that tarrieth but 4 Day, or like a Poſt that 
haſteth by, or rather, like as 4 Ship that paſeth 


quite and clean gone b, the Trace thercof cannot 


(52) 
ter ther'd the Point at laſt, and after à Storm 
s comes a Calm; a Rock indeed, an old Wreck. 
cc or a ſhallow Sand, would have been an ugly 
Thing to have encounter'd withal at ſuch a 

4 Time, or a Lee Shore; but we had the 
ed e co keep clear of them all, an 
did well enough. 

And thus being ſenſible of no ather Providence 
but their own, and aſcribing all their Succeſs 
to. their own good Management, God not only 
loſes the Glory of his Mercy, as I reminded 


and idolizing their own Devices; but his Glory 
will he not ſuffer to be given away to another. 
3. But ſome will ſay, they were very much 
awakened by the Danger, they were perfectly ap- 
priz' d of the Hand of Providence in this happy 


People, or in coaſting from one Port to ano- 


ſoon wore off, even like the Remembrance of 4 


over the Waves ef the Water, which when it is 


be 


(510 
be found, neither the Ta- oF the "Keel in # che 
Waves, Wild. 5. 100. 

But this is a poor Excnſs, and contrary to 
Truth, and the Nature of Things, eſpecially 
Things remarkable are ſo imprinted in the 
Memory, and the Footſteps of moral Good and 
Evil are ſo deeply engraven upon the Conſcience, 

that they cannot be wholly eraſed and blotted 

out; they may be indeed cover'd for a while, 
ſo as not to be taken Notice of, like what is 
wrote upon a Marble Monument, when 'tis co- 
ver'd all over with Duſt; but then the Fault 
is not in the Impreſſion, but it ſhews the Care- 
leſneſs and Indifferency of the Perſons concern'd, 
when they may fo eaſily do it, that they do 
not ſweep off and remove the Rubbiſh, and re- 
ſtore all the Characters legible and fair again. 

But eſpecially when the Voice was ſo loud, the 

Addreſs ſo moving, and the Effect ſo memorable 

and laſting; which ſhould keep pace with Life 

it ſelf, where Life is preſerved: And like the 
main Ocean; know no Shores but thoſe of 

Mortality. 

When God vouchſafes to Ha to us, the 
Heavens muſt hearken, and the Earth and Sea i 
give Ear: Neither his Words or his Works 
are ſo ſlighty and tranſient, fo weak and unim- 
proving, as to paſs ſuddenly off, and leave no 
indelible Characters behind them: Every Day 
of our Lives is a contirued Miracle of the di- 
vine Bounty, and God's Mercies are hourly 
converſant about us, and they are as manifold 
is E 3 as 
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as they ate conſtant; there is 4 preyenting 
Mercy that keeps us out of Harm's Way, and 
a ſparing Mercy that puts the evil Day farther 
from us, and reſpites the puniſhing Stroke, 
waiting for our Amendment; and there is a 
delivering Mercy, that inter poſes in the very Ar- 
ticle of Danger, and ſnatches us out of the 
midſt of the Diſtreſs; when God maketh a 
Hedge about his Seryants ſo thick, that no Ca- 
lamity ſhall pierce thorough to hurt them. 
In ſhort, God has ſo done his marvellous Works, 
that they ought to be had in Remembrance; if 
Men ſhould be filent, the very Leviathan would 
ſpeak; yea, out the Mouths, of Babes and Suck- 
ling: God would finiſh bir Praiſe, and all the World 
would condemn ovr, Stupidity and Ingratitude. 

4. Which is the higheſt Aggravation that 
attends the Neglect of this Duty, and denotes 
the moſt wretched Diſpoſition in the World 
among Men, and even in their Dealings one 
with another. For who would have any thing 
to do with ſuch a Temper as is the worſe for 
being kindly entreated ? Vou follow him with 
all the tender Offices and Reſpects imaginable, 
and are continually contriving how. to win and 
endegr him to you. by Inſtances of Goodnels ; 


Ss - 4 a 


Diſdain, and renders Railing for Bleſſi ing, and 
will make himſelf miſerable in Spight of all that 
you can do for him; neither ſhall you bear. 
the Credit of being ſo much as thought his 


Friend; thus i it is with one another. Aenne 
| But 
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But Ingratitude is a much viler practice to- 
wards God; foraſmuch as we, are under infinite 
greater Obligations to him by. Creation, as well 
as Rreſer vation; all his Mexcies- are free and 
undeſeryed ; - neither doth he, ſtand in need of 
any Amends from u us, were we capable of making 
any; but this of Praiſe is a Sacrifice wherewith, 
he it mell pleaſed ; yea, to hearken, i is better than 
the Fat of Rams: The Return of a grateful 
Heart is an Incenſe of ſweet ſmelling Sa vout, 
that aſcendeth unto Heaven, and bringeth down 
freſh Bleſſings from thence. But the Want of 
it wil be highly reſented, as in Reaſon it ought; 
every, one is ſenſible. what juſt: Indignation it 
would raiſe, ſhould. 2. poor Peaſant, reje& and 
undervalue a rich Preſent ons him from his 
Sovereign. jd 
And how. many Complaints are mage of the 
Baſeneſs of this Sip, in the Name of the moſt 
High, in Scripture; The, Ox Inaweth his Owner, 
and the Aſs his Maſter's Crib, but my People doth 
not know me, Iſrael doth not conſider; I have 
brought up; Children, and they haue rebelled againſs 
me. O the inſuperable Goodneſs and Long- 
ſuffering of God ! that he ſhould; ſtill continue 
to fallow us with his Mercies, tho' we have 
been ſo far from making Improvements, that we 
have not yet render d a due Acknowledgment 
f them! That the moſt High God, who. hath 
meaſur'd the Waters in the. Hollow of his Hand, 
and meted. out Heaven with. 4 Span, and * 
hended the Duſt of the Earth in 4 Meaſure, that 
E 4 he 
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he ſhould concern himſelf for the Welfare of 
fuch an inconſiderable Creature as Man, that 
wanders up and down on the Surface of the 
Globe awhile, and then his Place ſhall know him 
no more; when Death buries him in long 
Oblivion. Behold, even to the Moon, and it 
ſhineth not; yea, the Stars ave not pure in bis 
Sight, how much 'leſs the Syn of Man that is 
a Worm? Now the Proof and - Conſequence 
that ariſeth from this, with every Man that has 
not loſt the "Exerciſe of his Reaſon, is, that 
ſince the Relation of Man to God is at fuch 
an immenſe Diſtance, and ſo much Goodneſs 
and Mercy on the one Side, and ſo much Guile 
and Sinfulneſs om the other; it follows, that 
our Ingratitude muſt be very heinous, if we | 
have been, or ſhould we ever be, unmindful of 
all this Kindneſs and unmerited Love; much 
more ſhould we make ſuch unſuitable Returus, 
as the longer and oftner we are deliver'd and 

reſerv'd; the more deliberately and grievoufly 
bo offind : Surely we might have juſt Grounds 
to fear, Teſt God ſhould rejett our Sactifices, like 
Cain's, and caſt us off for ever. So that there 
would be an End of all Thankſgiving, were we 
not aſſured that there is yet a Space for Re- 
pentance; there is Mercy with God, therefore ſhall 
he be feared.” The Angels that hep not their firſt 
Eſtare, but left off praiſing God, they are reſtrv d 
in Chains of 'Darknefs unto the Judgment of the 
great Day; and he will accept of their Services 
no more. The Beaſts of the Barth, they can- 
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not glorify God, by confidering his Works, or 
ſetting forth the Greatrieſs and Goodneſs of them. 
"Tis true indeed, both they, and alſo the 
Fowls of the Air, and the Fiſhes of the Sea, 


according to their kind, praiſe God; but Man 


only, of all the Inhabitants of this World, is 
fitted with Intelle& and Senſe, to diſcern the 
Works of God, and draw out thoſe pecyliar 
Excellencies that make his Name moſt glorious ; 
and alſo with Memory and Recollection to trea- 
ſure them up, and Speech and Delivery to ex- 


plain and recount them to others, 


So that the only Ground of Exhortation' is, not 
to be backward in the Diſcharge of this Duty, 
but to teſtify to the World,that there is a hearty. 
Senſe of Religion kept up among us; for out of 
the Abundance of the Heart the Mouth ſpeaketh ; 
how ean we exerciſe theſe noble Faculties bet- | 
ter, than in the Service of the moſt High God 
that gave us them, and praiſing him with the. 
beſt Member that we have ? 

And as to any former Neglect, the Advice of 


the Son of Sirach is good; My, Son, baſt then 


emed, do ſo no more; but ask Pardon for what is 
paſt, and recti the future. A Prayer, or a 
Thankſgiving, as the ſame Autlior obſerves, out. 
of a poor Man's Mouth, reacheth unto the Ears 
of God. Let us humble our ſelves. therefore 
in his Sight, as unworthy the leaſt of all his 
Mercies; and ſa much the more unworthy, 
becauſe we have-not received them, as we ought, 
at the Hands of God: Or not been ſo _ 
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of them, whilſt they were vouchſafed to us; 
or attributed them to other Cauſes: Or were 
not fo thankful for them afterwards: as we ought | 
to be; or as the Favours we have ſeen and 
experienced, had they met. with. their due Im- 
preſſion and Weight, ſhould be ſuppoſed to have. 
taught us to be; and fince God is pleaſed till 
not only to require, but graciouſly to accept 
our Sacrifice; Oh that Men would een rele 
the Lord, &c. | 2 Giles 


'V. As an Argument to b thew the Neceſſit ity, 
and Serviceableneſs of this Duty, and a. freſh 
Incentive to put you upon the due and conſtant. 
Performance of it, I, engaged in the fifth Place, 
to repreſent to you the great and. apparent 
Danger in the Neglect, and haw much it is to. 
be feared, if i it be not remedy'd in Time, it may 
cpa ay any 7 Peop le to the Wrath, of God, and 

e deplorable Mileties and moſt diſmal n 
ties uſually conſequent thereupon. 

And hilt we are under this e 
Profpeft, tis obyious, but far from delightful, 
to diſcover on, which quarter the Danger lies. 
Things appear , cloudy and foreboding ; ; if we 
do not do well, Sin lies at the Door. The 
Sky is red ad angry over our Heads, and all 
our Helps inſecure about us; the Storm be- 
gins to thicken, apace, and will ſoon be up with 
us, if we dont take ſome ſpeedy Care to. re- 
move our ſelves out of its Way; for, 


: ſo The 


(59) | 
--p. The forſaking of our Duty is like the poor 
Prodigal, when he took his Leave of his Fa- 
ther s Houſe; he firſt fell into Extravagance and 
Sin, and then into Want and ſore Diſtreis. 
When Men revolt from God, the Fountain of 
all Goad, they fink into all manner of Miſery ; 
they have diſobliged and given up their beſt 
and deareft Friend, and now all their Adverſa- 
ries are let looſe: upon them, without any com- 
petent Defence or Safeguard z the Hedge is broken 
down that encompaſſed them; all the wrathful 
Elements are armed for their Deſtruction; and 
no Creature is ſo weak and contemptible, but 
ſueh an abandon d Wretch may juſtly ſtand in 
Fear of. He ſtarts at a Dream or a Shadow, 
till at length his Fears prove real and preſent; 
the evil Day comes, and there is none to de- 
liver him, or take Pity on his Soul. When his 
Fear cometh 4 Deſolation, and his Deſtruction 4 4 
Whirlwind, and Diſtre/s'and Anguiſh come upon him; 
then ſhall he call upon God, but he will not hear, but 
langh at his Calamity, ere 
of his Counſel or Repro. 

2. And as for relying upon other Helps, _ 
putting Truſt and Confidence in Things that 
are not able to ſave, it muſt needs be the readieſt 
Way to Ruin; becauſe theſe preſume upon Va- 
nity, and exalt themſelves upon their on filly 
Imaginations, to procure themſelves a dangerous 
Fall, by truſting in that which is far from be- 
ing what they take it; neither has it any Sub- 
ſtance or Security in it to reſt the Sole of the 

| | | Foot 
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| (60) 
Foot upon. It fares at length with ſuch de- 
luded People, as with the poor Mariner under 
a Calenture, he looks down upon the Ocean as 


a large Valley of green Fields and pleaſant Mea- 


dows, 4 can't be detain'd from plunging into 
it, tho he be ſure to fink and be drowned in 
his Error. This Misfortune is much to be pi- 
tied, becauſe there the Man is deprived of his 
Reaſon; but in the Caſe before us, of a deli- 


berate idolatrous Reliance: What is more juſt 


in God, than that they ſhould (ſince they would 
not taft, aud fee bow good and gracious he is) : eat 
of their omn Fruits, and be filled with their-own 
Devices: and referr'd to their fooliſh Preference. 
Judges 10. 11. J have deliver d them, and they 
have forſaken: me, and ſerved” other Gods, therefore 
will I deliver them no more; let them go and cry 
unto the Gods that they haue choſen, and let them 


deliver them in the Time of their Deſol ation. 


3. Conſider. this ye | that. forget God, leſt be 


tear you in Pieces, and there be none to deliver you. 


Whoſo offereth Praiſe, glorieth Gad; amd to him that 
ordereth his Converſation aright, God will ſhew his 
Salvation. But what Reaſon will Men have to 
expect or hope that God ſhould remember them 
in the Day of Calamity, that were utterly un- 
mindful of him when things went proſperous 
with them by his Gift and Bleſſing? And if 
we will not be mindful and apprehenſive of God 
in his Mercies, he will make us behold and be 
ſenſible of his judgments; and thoſe that will 
not diſcern his delivering and protecting, ſhall 
290 1 . be 
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be brought to a better Senſe by his puniſhing 
and afflicting Hand. Job 8. 13. S are the Paths 
of all that forget God, and the Hypocrites Hape ſhall 
periſb. He. ſhall lean upon his Houſe, but it ſpal 
not ſtand : he ſhall hold (his Security) faſt, but it 
ſhall not endure: For Man, that hateth Knowledge, 
and chooſeth not the Fear of the Lord, knowerh 
not his Time, as. the Fiſhes that are taken in an 
evil Net, and as the Birds that | are "Caught in a 
Snare, ſo are the Sons of Men ſnared in an evil 
| Time, when it falleth ſuddenly upon them, Ecclel: 
SSA 

A moſt lively parabolical Repreſentation of 
this we have in the Goſpel, of a preſuming rich 
Man, that applauded himſelf, and thus beſpake 
his Soul, and diſcover'd at the ſame Time his 
confident Idolatry. Soul, take thy Reft; there 
was the Power and Protection of his falſe God, 
of which he judg'd himſelf ſecure; Thou haft 
Goods in ſtore for many Tears; there was a tacit 
Acknowledgment of its Bounty and Eternity; 
and had he had Time to have fix'd his Devo- 
tion, he would probably thus' have addreft his 
miſtaken Deity. © Almighty Pelf, that anſwer- 
<« eſt all Things, thou haſt been bountiful unto 
ce me: O Mammon, in thee is my Delight; my 
“ Hope and my Truſt is in Gold, to defend 
e me againſt my Enemies; ſupply all my Ne- 
< ceſſities, and conſummate my Felicity.” But 
the true God ſoon parted the Idol and its 
fooliſh Worſhipper; the Riches made themſelves 
Wings and fled away, and that very Night his Soul 
was required of him. 4. And 
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4. And as for the ungrateful, they have little 
Reaſon to expect any better ; for that which is 
the moſt odious in the Crime, ſhall certainly 
be made the moſt exemplary in the Puniſh« 
ment. A Man's Conſcience will warn him, that 
by an Abuſe of Mercies, he has fet himſelf at 
Enmity with God: A ſad unhappy Condition, 
tho” there were no Adverſary, or evil Occurrent 
in the whole World befide ! for even there- 
_ after as a Man feareth, ſo is God's Diſpleaſure; 
and no Privilege of being in Covenant with him; 
will excuſe or atone for ſuch Unthankfulneſs 
you only bave I known of all the Families of the 


Earth, _— OC Jos wil 7 puſh for ar jour 


Iniquities. 
And *tis not only to our — that the Da- 
mage will be done, ſhould wę be thus neglectful 


of this our Duty, and take ry Ways; but 
the Event will be alſo, in ſome Meaſure, fatal 
to the Peace and Welfare of the Publick, and 
involve others in Sufferings and Misfortunes by 
our Means, and upon our Account, that deſerve 
much better at our Hands. Should there be 
fuch Evil-ridings, ſuch Sin, and fuch Sorrow hows 
the Sea, that it camor be quiet. Jer. 49. 23. 

That will appear, by looking into the Nature 
and Tendency of ſome Offences peculiar to, and 
others in a moſt open and profligate manner, 
committed upon the Water. Doubtleſs there are 
a great many good Men there, ſince they have 
ſo much Reaſon, that as they are ſorry to hear 
thar the whole World lyeth in n ſo would 


they 
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they be always willing to lend a helping Hand 
to reftraih all Immorality and Prophanenels, 
that is of 10 great Miſchief to all that we hold 
dear r 
1. What ſhall we ſay then of that outragious 
Licentiouſneſs of taking the Name of God in 
vain, as if there were nothing blameable in it 
at all but rather an Embelliſhment of Diſcourſe, 
an intelligible Way of ſpeaking in turbulent 
Times, and a Sign of. an undaunted Spirit. 
in the Uplands, this unaccountable and un pro- 
fitable Way of Converſation is happily abated, 
you hear but little of it, and that ſeldom 
without a juſt Reptoof, unleſs it be among ſuch 
12 Wretches, as no Man of Senſe, or 
eputation, would care to converſe. withal. 
But when you come among the Shipping, it 
ſeems to be the Language of the Place, and 
your Eyes are not more agreeably entertain d 
with obſerving the Flux and Reflux, the Eb- 
bing and Flowing of the Sea, than your Ears 
are continually diſturbed with Ioud lavoattion 
on the holy Name of God; not for Salvatio 
but bringing down that Damnation that Puonbereh 
nor. *Tis to be hoped, that very many have a 
juſt Abhorrence of 10 daring and foolith a Sin, 
and uſe their beſt Endeavours to prevent ſo 
common and cauſeleſs a Prophanation of their 
Maker's Name: And even thoſe that are guilty 
of it, may think it too ſevere to be charged 
with the Lack ot all Senſe or Knowledge of 
1 and Piety. But they that think juſtly, 
can- 
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cannot forbear ai of that Opinion. For were 
you to hear the Name of an earthly Prince vi- 
lify'd fo by any Set of People, eſpecially under 
'a Law enacted with Peralties, and provided on 


28 —— - 2d © 1228 ee Þ A 7 . — R 


7 
, 4 
Ll 
, 
£3 Ll 
— 
| 
7 R 
— 
. S 
E 
, 
PF 
— A 
. 
. 
, 
4 
* 
- 
* 
fn 
12348 
: . 
A 
*, 
= 
3 
. 
1 
w 


Di * 
nr 


(664) 


Purpoſe to ſuppreſs it, you would preſently cori- 
clude, that theſe were none of that Prince's 


Subjects, or had no Regard for his Honour, or 
dic not eſteem him vigilant to take Cognizance 


of, or able to puniſh ſuch Offences againſt his 
M. ajeſty. 

Poſſibly, ſome Mariners may complain, that 
upon the Death, or Misfortune, of their Parents, 
they were hurried to Sea too ſon, before th 0 


had any Principles of 2 inſtilled in- 
to them: But where could they learn to ſpeak 
and act in direct Contradiction to it? And wil 
not their own natural Conſciences inform them, 
that God will not hold them guiltleſs, that take his 
Name in vain? What true Courage can there 
be in provoking Heaven ? and if there be any 
Wiſdom in it, it is earthly, ſenſual, deviliſh ; ; 
the Sea ſays, it is not in me, the Winds and 
Storms fulfilling God's Word. The Waters are ſo 


far from countenancing any ſuch Impiety, that 


they are the fierce Avengers of it; for when 
the People of the old World were thus bidding 
Defiance to the Divine Juſtice, . the Flouds came 
and ſwept them away. So fatal was it to the 


Order and Tranquillity of the Univerſe ! 


And at Sea, there would be more Miſchief juſtly 


to be apprehended from the wretched Frolicks 


of ſuch i Delperagogs, that mind not what they 
lay, 


r * 1 1 
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fay, nor what they do, than from all other 
Dangecs that may ariſe there ; did not we know 
and well confide, that he who ſtileth the raging 
of the Sea, the ſame good Providence alſo over- 
ruleth the Madneſs of the People. 

2. There is another Inſtance of cuſtomary 
Swearing, in a Senſe that denotes not only the 
Habit, but the Place; and tho' your Occupation 
is, and always. muſt be, entirely free from all 
Suſpicion of it, being built and capacitated for 
no other Trade but your own, which is entirely 


conſiſtent with the Rules of Honeſty and Truth, 


as I obſerved at firſt; yet I cannot but take 
Notice of it here, becauſe it is a Caſe very 
much miſtaken by ſome, who profeſs a great Diſ- 
guſt againſt prophane Swearing, and all other 
Offences of that Naturez and yet can ſwallow 
an Oath, publickly adminiſter'd to them, to 


preſerve the Revenue, without any Intention or 
Deſign to obſerve a Tittle of it; and ſee no 


Harm in it neither, unleſs it be in thoſe that 
put it to them; or if it ſhould hinder them 
from providing for their Families; nevertheleſs, 
tho? it be ſo little minded, there are Complica- 
tions of Guilt attending it, with many high Ag- 
gravations. Beſides the Prophanation of the 
Name of God, which will ever be, where it is 
not awfully and fincerely invoked z and beſides 
the direct Perjury, in Swearing to a Matter that 
has neither Truth nor Fact in it; the Violation 
of a 8 Oath is ſinning againſt one's 
own Soul, and wretchedly trifling both with 

F God 
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God and Man. But it is alſo a manifeſt In- 
fringement of the Rights of our Superiours, who 
depend upon the Performance of it, and have 
_ Authority to exact ſuch a Security for the 
Support of the publick Expences, and for the 
Defence and Welfare of the Community; and 
for this Cauſe, ſays the Apoſtle, pay we Tribute 
to them, becauſe they are the Miniſters of God unto 
2s for good, being intent upon this very Thing, 
And obſtinately to deny, or wick. hold it from 
them, would be a Diſobedience to our Saviour's 
Precept and Example, in not giving unto Ceſar 
the things that are Ceſars, as well as ae God the 
things that are Gods. 

Being entirely foreign to your wii of Pra- 
ctice, I had paſs'd it over, but for two Reaſons ; 
partly becauſe ſome have been ſo blinded by 
Intereſt and Prejudice, as to ſtate it as a Caſe 
of Conſcience, as tho”, if it could not be wholly 
juftify'd, it might at leaſt in a great Meaſure 
be excuſed ; which Miſpriſion wholly to re- 

move, might require a diftin& Treatiſe. But 
principally,” for that it appears in Scripture that 
there is a Puniſhment denounced. againſt it fo 
ſevere, as may ſufficiently evince the Guilt : 
For God will have a Controverſy againſt the 
Inhabitants of a Land, when there is no Sincerity 
and Truth among them. Hab. 4. 3. And by 
Reaſon of ſuch Swearing it is that the Land groaneth, 
and every one that dwelleth therein ſhall languiſh, 
with the Beaſts of the Field, and the Fowls of Hea- 
ven; Jets the Fiſhes of * Sea ſhall be taken away. 
But 
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But the Vengeance will fall moſt heavy upon 
the Heads of the Offenders, God will bring it 
home to themſelves. Mal. 3. 5. God will come 
near them to Fudyment ; he will I 
apainſt falſe 07 ; no ſuch Wickedneſs ſhall 
dwell with him; the Lord will abhor the diſſembling 


and deceitful Man. 


3. As theſe argue the Defelt of a lively. Senſe 
of Religion and the Divine Preſence, ſo there 
are others that have been committed and per- 
petrated upon the wide Sea, that proceed from 
the Want of common Humanity, and ſpeak 
the moſt barbarous and ſavage Diſpoſitions: 
Such as the purpoſely ſtranding, or loſing the 
Ship and Cargo, to defraud the Inſurers; or 
making Plunder and Spoil of one that is ca- 
ſually fallen into Diſtreſs; the exacting upon 
People when their Lives and Veſſels are in 
Danger; much more the ſuffering any to periſh 
for Want of timely Help. And which is the 
moſt grievous of all, what Relations have we 
in Print of the miitdering Commanders and Of- 
ficers, and running away with the Ship, and 
the Conſpiracies of wild and deſperate Fellows 
to turn Pirates, and deſtroy all they meet with? 
Such wicked Exploits are generally the product 
of long Voyages, and deliberate Malice wrought 
up to the higheſt Pitch that Hell it ſelf can 
enflame; and ſeem needleſs to be aggravated 
here, becauſe ſuch as are capable of contracting 
a Guilt of ſo black a Die, cannot be ſuppoſed 
to be ever found at any Place of Divine Worſhip. 
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But it may ſerve to ſhew you, how low our 
corrupt Nature is liable to degenerate, where 
2 is no Inſtitution or Care taken to retrieve 

; and how viſibly all theſe Barbarities. are 
5 to the Depravation of thoſe good Man- 
ners and Civility, - which the Obligations to 
Piety would have happily prevented, had 
they been kept alive and maintained . the 
Ship's Company. 

Wuülſt they are at Land, where there are 
any regular Societies, they dare not commit 
ſuch Things for the Dread of human Puniſh- 
ments; but they lurk in deſolate Places like 
Tygers, Wolves, and other Beaſts of Prey, 
which yet devour not their own Kind. And 
when the injured and overpowered have none 
to call upon but God, they defy his Vengeance, 
and ſatiate themſelves with the Bloud of their 
Fellow Creatures, and perhaps Fellow Subjects. 

Of all the. Generation of Cain, a Pyrate is the 
moſt impious harden'd Wretch, a profeſs'd E- 
nemy to all Mankind, whom his own Country 
has ſpew d out, and no other will receive; his 
Hand is againſt every Body, and every Bodies 
Hand againft him; he fins not, as other Mor- 
tals do, upon Temptation, Paſſion, or Miſtake 
of Judgment, but, like the Devil himſelf, merely 

for Delight in doing Miſchief. | 

Some may impute the Occafion of it to Cove- 
touſneſs, which is indeed the Root of all Evil; and 
is uſually attended with Cruelty, and does 
ſometimes conclude in Murder : As the Prophet 

| | char- 
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charged it upon Ahab, Haſt thou killed, and alfo 
taken Poſſeſſion ? But this is the moſt fooliſh 
Avarice that ever enter'd into the Heart of 
Man ; for what will ſignify ſuch Riches, gotten - 


by extreme Violence and Hazard, which you 


cannot ſafely lay up, neither can you any where 
expend or enjoy ? Neither will they be be- 
queathed to any of your Friends or Relations, 
becauſe you have no rightful Title or Poſſeſſion 
of them now, and you are ſure that God will 
call you to a ſevere Account for them here- 
after, how you came by them. For, does he not 
vifit for one Offence ? and order that whofo- 
ever ſheddeth Man's Bloud, by Man ſhall bis Bloud 
be ſhed? How ſhall he not vifit then for a 
whole'Life ſpent in ſuch Barbarities and Cruel- 
ties, and for Numbers ſlain in cool Bloud? It 
is enough to touch the moſt unrelenting Heart, 
to think of the Hoſtilities committed by theſe 
peſtilent Crews, which for ſome Years our 
Journals have been full of. 

"Bet not any think it needleſs, the proteſtiog 
againſt what is at ſo great a Diſtance from us ; 
nevertheleſs the Call reacheth our Ears, and the 
Wickedneſs demands the general Deteſtation of 
all the Sons of Men; becauſe if it becomes 
once rife and irreſtrainable, the Buſineſs of Na- 
vigation will be ruin'd, and all the Benefits we 
receive from the Sea ſhut up and loft to us. 

I know it will be anſwer'd, what Hazaet ſaid 
to the weeping Prophet, 1s thy Servant a Dog, 
that he ſhould do theſe things? 80 thought the 
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Syrian; but yet he was induced to commit them 
afterwards, And that no Engliſhman may bring 
ſuch Diſhonour to his Country, and Danma- 
tion to himſelf; it were to be wiſhed that every 
Sea - port Town around the Iſland, as often as 
any criminal is executed for ſuch Pyratical Of- 
fences, would eccho forth the Sentence of ſuch 
his ignominious Death, and warn all Mariners 


of the Danger and the Sin. | 
- Unto their Aſſembly be not thou united, for 


| they are Enemies to God, and to all Mankind, 


by die, as they lived, like the wild Beaſts of 
the Foreſt, and there is none to make Lamen- 
tation for them, or to ſay, Alas my Brother ! 
alas untimely End ! but Men ſhall clap their Hands 
at them, and hiſs them out of the Place. Lo, 
thi is the Man that ftrengthen'd himſelf in his 
Wickedneſs, Pal. $2. 7. | 

Theſe are the unhappy Conſequences, when 
Men once caſt off the Fear of God; and by 
theſe few Inſtances, which are ſo *. wi 
Guilt, that there is a Labour and Grief in the 
very Narration of them; it appears how Sin 
and Miſery, go Hand in Hand together; how 
diſmal is the Proſpect! how quick the De- 
ſcent ! how terrible the Downfal ! 

4. There is one Thing more, that is of ge- 
neral Obſervation; becauſe the Contagion is 
general; where the Fault conſiſts not in the 
Neglect of this Duty, but the Performance of it 
after, an unbecoming Manner; as is complain'd 
of f in the XXIX th of Wejah, at the 1 3th Verſe. 
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This. Pale draw. near me with their Mouth, and 
with their Lips: do honour me, but have removed 
their Heart far from me, and their Fear towards. me 

is taught by the Precepts of Men. But what doth 
the Lord require of thee, bur to do Juſtice, and. to 
lave Mercy, and to walk ty with thy God: 


Micah 6. 8. 
The beſt Way to expreſs. our Thankfulneſs 


for Deliyerances, is to improve the Senſe and 


Remembrance of them, as Motives for Repent- 
ance, and to all the Purpoſes of a renewed 
and fincerely religious Life. Ecclus. 15. 9. Praiſe 
3s not ſcemiy in the Mouth of a Fool, neither was it 
ſent him of the Lord. 

If the Effe& of Mercies received be only ſeen 
in giving a greater Looſe to Intemperance and 
Extravagance, if Voluptuouſneſs be the. beſt 
Token we have to leave off our Joyfulneſs, it 
will end in Sorrow: For the Proſperity of Fools 
ſhall deſtroy, them, Ecclus. 2. 9. We muſt not ex- 
pett his Bleſſings, if we continue to affront God 
with our, Sins, our Iniquities will with-hold theſe 


good Things from us. And ſince he has puniſh'd 


us leſs than they deſerve, and has &iven us ſuch 
Deliverances as theſe: Should we. again break his 
Commandments, would he not be angry with us 


till he had conſumed us ? Ezra 9. 13, 14+ 
But we are at preſent (Thanks. to his inceſſant 


Mercies) under the Shadow of his Wings, in the 
Courts of his Houſe, in the Place where his Ho- 


nour dwelleth, to worſhip him in his holy Tem- 


ple. Seeing God is King of all the Earth, let us 
4; ; 
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| fing Praiſes therefore unto bim with Underſtanding : z 
let us have our Minds filled with an ingenuous 
Senſe of his free Bounty, and our Hearts kind · 
led with a fincere Gratitude for his Love and 
Favour, and our Affections raiſed with an ar- 
dent Deſire of making all ſuitable Returns of 
| Submiſſion and Obedience to the Will and Word 
of God. They that are not thus diſpoſed, 
have no Buſineſs here, for Holineſs becometh thine 
Houſe, O Lord, for ever: But if we have put 
on ſuch divine Aſſections, and be ever careful to 
retain them, we ſhall ſtand fair for all manner 
of Felicities both here and hereafter. For in 
Time of Trouble he ſhall hide us in bis Taber- 
racle ; yea, in the ſecret Place of his Dwelling. 
By thus duly diſcharging, or at leaſt teſtifying 
our Obligations to his Bounty, we ſhall engage 
God's Providence to accumulate new Favours 
upon our ſelves, our Friends, and, what is deareſt 
to us, our Country and Religion. Oh that Men 
would therefore praiſe the Lord, &c. _ 

The only Part of the Task that remains 
unſpoken to, for the Concluſion of the Sub- 
ject, according to the Direction of the Method 
firſt propoſed, is, 


VI. To furniſh you with ſuch Helps, Inſtru- 
ftions, and Aſſiſtances, as may be moſt proper 
and effectual to keep up, and maintain the Spi- 
rit and Life of Religion among theſe floating 
Families; and that Part of the Church of God 
that is militant upon the Sea. 
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(93). | 
Which is a Work of abſolute Neceffity, and 


the greateft Uſefulneſs to all Sorts of People: : 


For tis Religion that keeps the World in Or- 
der; and as that more or' leſs prevails and 
flouriſhes, ſo are Men proportionably to be re- 
ly'd on as juſt 'and faithful in their Dealings, 
and tender and compaſſionate to one another, 
even as they defire and expect God's Compaſ- 
ſion to themſelves for Chriſt's Sake. Tis this 
alone- that make the Seas 'navigable, and the 
Lands and Iflands fit for Habitation and human 
Society; 'tis this that inſpires Mankind with 
ſuch amicable Sentiments, as to make them 
conſtant Benefactors to each other, and to the 


| Common-weal. In ſhort, it is that one Thing 


ordained to make this Life comfortable, and 
ſecure everlaſting Joy and Happineſs in the 
World to come. And as it was given us by 
God, and revealed from Heaven, and calculated 
to anſwer all theſe good and falutary Purpoſes, 
ſo has it been ever recommended by the Diftates 
of all wiſe Men, that have had the Knowledge 
and happy Experience of it ever fince the 
World began, and has met with the utmoſt 
Countenance and Encouragement under all re- 
gular and well inſtituted Governments, and ſo 
becomes the higheſt Concern of every Man to 

learn, underſtand, and follow. | 
But ſuch Regulations have, with a general 
Earneſtneſs, and not without publick Care and 
Authority, been tender'd more eſpecially to 
thoſe that are intended for a Seq-faring Life; 
be- 
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. (74) 
becauſe not only their own; Welfare and Salva- 
tion, but the Proſperity of our common Affairs 
(as has been evidenced before) in a great Mea- 
ſure depends upon, and is influenced by their 
Proficiency therein: So that the Love of our 
Neighbour, and our Country's Good, as well 
as ſtrict Obedience to the Divine Will, obliges 


every Man to do what in him lies to honour 


and promote the Intereſts of true and undiſ- 
ſembled Piety there. 

And how the vital Spirit of Religion is to be 
preſerved and cheriſhed by thoſe that dwell 
upon the Water, is that which muſt exerciſe 
our ſerious Enquiry at preſent. 

The Things that conduce to it moſt on Shore, 
are the Duties of Divine Worſhip, as performed 
in every Pariſh, in publick: All good Chriſtians 
exhorting and aſſiſting one another to ſerve 
and glorify God with one Accord, as our Lord 
hath commanded. Without theſe, there would 
be hardly the Face of it kept up, as Matters 
are at preſent ; nor any more Religion to be ſeen 
in Society, than in the Deſert. FY 

But the Ordinances of Minifterial and -Con- 
gregational Worſhip, Preaching, and the Admi- 
niſtration of the Word and Sacraments, thoſe 
outward Means of Grace, are Bleſſings, tho 
never ſo much defired, and where there are 
competent Numbers to partake of them (ſuch 
is the Pity) not to be enjoy'd upon the Ocean 
in any Regularity, unleſs it be in our larger 
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_ ar 
he where the Government has made * 
ifion fox Divine Service. 

So that the Helps that we are tg refer you to 
in this Caſe, muſt be ſuch a8 are of a 7 
Nature, — ſuch as every good Man may lerve 
himſelf withal. | 

The firſt, and principal, muſt be tho m main- 

ng a conſtant Converſation with Heaven by 
ſecret Prayer and Praiſe; which is a Duty that 
ought not to be omitted, or diſcontinued, whi- 
therſoever we go, or whereſoere we be, even 
although we remain in the midſt of the wide Sea; 
becauſe we ftill are equally in the Hand and 
Preſence of God, and he is our Hope there. 
This is the ſafeſt and the moſt profitable Em- 
ployment we can find to our ſelves, when we 
are lodged ſo. far off from the reft of the 
World, and confined within a narrow Compaſs. + - 
There is no manner of Danger, that the. Buſi- 
neſs of the Ship ſhould be the worſe carry'd 
on for the Time ſpent” therein; there are Con 
venient Seaſons and Opportunities for every 
Duty, and the Heart may go forth to God 
with good Advantage, whilſt the Hands are fully 
employ'd in ſhort Ejaculations,. or. groanings that 
cannot be uttered. And the ſet Stations for 
Prayer, are generally the moſt compoſed and 
retired; and be it always conſider d, that, he 
which ſeeth in ſecret ſhall reward you openly. 
It would argue a deplorable Ignorance in re- 


ligious Matters, or ſtrange and unworthy No- 
tions 
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IS. 76 d 
tions and Sentiments of God, to apprehend 
that any Voyage or Undertaking ſhould prove 
the leſs ſucceſsful, becauſe Heaven is called 
upon to proſper it: This is to vacate all - 
Hopes, to defeat all the Promiſes, and cut off 
all Correſpondence between Man and his Maker. 


And more than that, it muſt give a Sanction 


and Encouragement to Atheiſm, and a total 
Neglect of Religion. 

'Tis true, that, in the main, there has been, 
and will be, a certain Indiſcrimination in this 


State, to keep up our Expectations of a better; 


inſomuch, that one can hardly tell Love or 
Hatred by all that is before him: And Pro- 
ſperity comes ſometimes upon thoſe that neither 
ask'd it beforehand of God, nor conceiy'd any 
Thankfulneſs to him for it afterwards; But it 


may well be doubted, whether ſuch Proſperity 
is a Bleſſing to them, or rather a Curſe ; for 


that is according as it is accepted and improved. 
It muſt be granted alſo, that God knoweth our 
Neceſſities before we ask, as well as our Igno- 


rance in asking, and is wont to give more than 


either we defire or deſerve; nevertheleſs, I will 
fill be enquired of fer theſe Things, ſaith the Lord; 
and for that he is a God hearing Prayer, char 
fore unto him ſhall all Fleſh come. 

But whether it ſhall pleaſe God to give, or 
to with-hold, what we ask, as he that beſt 


- knows judges moſt expedient for us; yet, how- 
ever, this Good we ſhall get by it, in keeping 


our 


(ny 


our ſelves thus conſtantly in a praying 2 
we ſhall be the beſt prepared for that Condi- 
tion his Wiſdom hath laid out and determin d 
for us, and become the more contented and eaſy 
under it: And befides,. we ſhall preſerve by 
this Means what is better to us than all worldly 
Treaſures and Advantages, the Love of God, 
and the Peace of a good Conſcience ; and when 
Dangers are hard at Hand, we ſhall look them 
in the Face with a better Courage, becauſe 
having made our Peace with God, we ſtand pre- 
pared for the worſt that may happen, 
The apparent Reaſon why all Acts of Devo- 
tion are ſo irkſome and tedious to ſome People, 
that betray a manifeſt Averſion to them, and 
cannot, but with much Difficulty, and even ſome 
Compulſion, be brought to them; and then 


are inwardly rejoyced when they are at an End. 


The Cauſe why they are oft- times wholly omit- 
ted many Days and Weeks together, even by 
thoſe that are viſibly expoſed unto Dangers all 


the while, and never taken up but in the laſt 


Extremity of Things, and when there is no- 
thing elſe to have Recourſe to, is certainly the 
Want of their previouſly acquainting themſelves 
with God, and their Hearts being eſtranged 
from him. 
n. Which is a Thing that muſt be univerſally 
recommended, and at all Times; for the Mind 
of Man being, like the Sea, in continual Action, 
flowing towards the ſupreme Good, and ever 
ſearch- 
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C1) 
ſearching for its Happineſs, which i. is no where 


elſe to be found, but with the All-ſufficient God, 


who filleth with his Preſence the immenſe 
Space of the Creation ; thoſe that travel from 
one Part of it to another, can never be better 
occupied and, employ'd, than in fixing their 
Thoughts upon the Attributes of their Maker. 
Whilſt you are left to your ſelves, and have 
no authorized Perſon to aſſiſt you in reconciling 
you to God, you would do well to acquaint 
your ſelves with his Etſence and his Ways with 
the greater Diligence, and make uſe of thoſe 
Hints and Concluſions, which your open Pro- 
ſpect of the Creation affords . to lead you 
to God. 

1. Confider then his Greaneſs and the Excel- 
lency of his Glory, that could form all theſe things 
out of nothing, and diſpoſe and govern them 
in ſach an admirable Order, that none of the 
Elements encroach one upon another 3 for all 
that is in Heaven and the Earth is his, and 
God is exalted as Head above all Thou, even 
thou art to be feared; for thou haſt made the 
Heaven of Heavens, with all their Hoſt ; the Earth 
and all things therein, the Seas and all that is 
therein, thou hangeſt the Earth upon nothing, 


and ſpreadeth forth the Flouds as a Garment, 


and at thy Word they ſhall be rolled up again 
like a Scroll. Thou, O Lord, preſerveſt them all, 
the Stars, and all the Hoſt of Heaven worſhippeeh 
thee: And therefore who ſhall not fear thy Name, 

O Lord? 


f (79) 

O Lord? (ſay the ſeven Angels) and glorify thee; 
for thou only art holy, becauſe all Nations fra 
come and worſhip N thee, for thy Judgments are 
manifeſt 

2. Obſerve, that as the - Majeſty of God is 
thus infinitely adorable and great, ſo is his 
. All this Power, that is fo irrefiſtible 

and beyond Controul, that he does whatſoever 
he pleaſes in Heaven and Earth, and all deep 
Places, and effects in an Inftant whatſoever is 
his Will; all this is intereſted and employed 
for the Defence and Safety of en, that au 
in God. 

Would it not be judged a great Felicity for 
one that had the Waters coming in -upon- his 
Soul, that was ready to periſh, far from the 
beloved Shoar, and no human Help at Hand, 
to behold his Saviour walking upon the Waves, 
and ftretching forth his Hands, as he did to 
St. Peter when he began to fink; ſnatching 
him from the Jaws. of Death with that mild 
and merciful Reproof: Oh then of little Faith, 
wherefore doſt thou doubt? But even now is Sal- 
vation nearer than when we believed ; for God is a 
God at Hand, and not afar of; tho” every thing 
elſe deſerts and fails us, though our Father and 
Mother forſake us, yet the Lord taketh us up. 


And is not he our Rock of Defence; even 4 ſure 


Refuge in Time of Trouble to all that call upon him 
faithfully? therefore will we not fear though the 
Earth be moved, and the Mountains caſt imo the 


(8%) 


' midſt-of the Ses; for his Goodneſs is every whit 


as willing to preſerve us, as his Power was to 
make us. His Spirit, the Comforter, that con- 
veyeth all Manner of Bleſſings to us, is ſo com- 
municative to all that ask it, that it is com- 
pared in Scripture, not only to the Wind that 
 bloweth where it liſteth, but to a Fountain of Waters, 
* always ſpringing up unto Eternal Life : And, Be- 
loved, we love God, becauſe he firſt loved us 3 and 
how can our Hearts forſake bin that is ever 
ſo mindful of us ? a 
3. There is another Attribute and Perfottion 
of the Deity, that carries a great practical 
Force and Influence, to invigorate a Religious 
Life; namely, the Wiſdom of God: And who 
are they that can contemplate it at greater Ad- 
vantage, than the Men that have had Opportus 
nities of ſurveying it, and taken the largeſt 
Views of the beautiful Face of Nature ? Theſe 
may cry out with the Pſalmiſt, in Raptures of 
. Aſtoniſhment; O Lord! how manifold are thy 
Works, in Wiſdom haſt thou made them all ! Thou 
laidft the Foundations of the Earth, that it | ſhould 
not be removed at any Time; thou coveredſt it with 
the Deep as with a Garment, the Waters flood above 
the Mountains, Pſal. 104. 6. Vet when they had 
executed God's Judgments, he reduced them to 
their ſtated Limits again. Thou haſt ſet a 
Bound that they may not paſs over, that they 
turn not again to cover the Earth; by Wiſdom 
alſo he made the Heavens; the Sun to rule the 
Day, 
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Dyy, a Stars to goyerd hy Night, 
Exer 35 t bey 1 I firſt formed, God, hath, 
order'd . all : üngs to, obſerve t he Laws and 
Regularien, n ſet them, and to fulfil 15 | 
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ſure, and enk fach Exatinels, that "there 15, 89 
Errour of, Diſa eh u bl in 555 Sguplelz, tor 
any Fault 5 wilh in perations, that 
may eder 1 ni or Review; 7 And 
tho? ſome of his W: ys to US,A relent 
obſcure and . 4 a 13 
with. the I lh anc Flag 
en The: Sells of all ww 


ſhall be 9 5 In the mean Time, f 
God Wy 1 faft ned the | Earth by his — 


and  eftabliſhe 72 World ty "bis Wi Men, and 
ſtretched out the Heavens At his. Pilcretich, 


and Ii hted up Stars by [bb Know] | 
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-the-Bounds of Decency, piety, and Order, ac 
cording to the Rank and Dignity . wherein we 
are placed among the Works of the Creation, 
and agreeable to the Duty and .the Service 
required of us. 

4. There is another Attribite, that will ſtrike 
our Hearts with Fear, and our _ Fleſh | with 
Trembling; and that is, the ſerious Appre- 
henſion of God's juſtire and Truth. For 44 
the Lord is 4 God ef Knowledge, ſo. by bim ,are 
Attions | weighed ; yea, be knoweth our Thought 0 
long before, all things. being naked and maniſeſt be- 
fore him with whom. we have to do; all his Com- 
mandments are faithful, _ and bis Statute true and 
Fighteous altogether. . _ 

And if we af in Diſobedience to them, and 
do otherwiſe than what is Juſt and Right, he 
will ſet” our Conſciences in Array againſt us 

a within, and make all his Creatures Terrours 
to us from without : He has a thouſand fini- 
ter Accidents to vex and diſtreſs his Enemies 
here, and Torments to . overwhelm them here- 
after; the former malterable without Repent- 
* ance; * and the. latter, eternal, that will afford 
no Place for it. And ſeeing his Kingdom can- 
not be moved, let ws" have Grace to ſerve him 
 acceptably, and with Godly Fear. For or when he 
-ſhall-ariſe in the Greatneſs of his Might to viſit 
' for Sin, who ſhall ſtand before him? When 
" the great Men, and the mighty Men, and chief 
cin, ſhall cal upon the Rocks to cover them, 

and 
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In 4 and — 79 
willing that any ſhould periſh; but all ſhould 
| come to Repentance ; wiſe to order all Events, 
ſo as to contribute to our: Welfare and Re- 
demption; juſt to reward our Services, as [well 
as gracious to © compaſſionate.” our Infirmitics?; 
Being duly. affected with theſs pigus Thoughts 
the Fire muſt needs break out; and we can no 
is longer forbear to / praiſe God, and call upon 
£ his holy Name, yea, and ſerve; him ag long. as 
7 we live. 0945 AGO * 0 Gris 121.1490 
2 Aud dds will be no ſuch Pryer that prop 
- ceeds'out” of doubtful Hearts, or. frigried Lips, 
4 but it is that very Prayer of Faith-/to.,which 
a St. James" attributes. ſuch marvellous Efficacy, 
, as to fave the Sick, and reſcue: thaſe that are 
6 at the Point of Death; and if tb bave com- 
s "mitted Sins, they nal be forgiven them, and/removed 
; 8 far from them as the Eaſt is from the 
1 
; 
4 


Weſt. The Prayer of tha Faith that, fury 
mounts all Perils, and triumphs over the graat- 
eſt Obſtacles of Nature, and commands che 
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ing Which you ire ftequently out of the reach 
'6f3 but owlng' by the Word of God, it will 


ſelves, and they that have Charge over their 
reſpective Companies, or Maſters, as they may 
be a6 properly ſtiled in a — bob Inſtru- 
ion, mould; as oft as they have Opportunity, 
pe. converſant in reading the Scriptures them- 
ves; or, if they have not been taught ſu fan, 
to: have others read them in their Preſence 
And :whilftiyou are labouring ſol hard for the 
Meat tiucti periſhethyc ave rfome Leiſure, beſtow 
We Palins, tor thui hi h endivrethy writ eter- 
naltife;” Seargh! the: Scriptures, becauſe there 
ya will: become beſt :acquainted: with the N 
ture" and Dralings of God, and will have ano- 
ther Tranſcript, or Copy, of the Wonders of his 
Creation and Provictenrec from the Beginning of 
it laid bęfòre you; ibefides hat you::can! ob- 
ſerve at preſent abroad in the Wend. 
Ext not your Bihle be the only xſeleſs 
Thing :you'ltarry!- to Sea With you: Not 
that this fhuld totally exchude) all other Vo- 
lumes, but this is v queſtionleſ the deſt you 
can tiks with you: Befides the peculiar 
Grace that uttends the Reading and Medita- 
Sf upon tas the Oracle of God, as being 
the ares. La rr the Ry 


* 


r ̃ ˙d! ² w © ie A. 


99 


never 66 Bercely. Whenever, therefore, you 
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1) 


er Lie and Manners, - and ſure Quide to Ec 


mal Truth and Yabvation, it muſt needs make 


ch Hades cloth Inſtru- 


Ctions in a faithful Heart, and tranſeribe what 


vou rend or heat into your, Lives and Practi- 


0854 A good Life is the beſt Sacrifice of re- 
joyeing. ; for that joy is ſedate and ſolid,” which 
no Man taketh from you; but the Mic led is 
ab e eee A, whoſe Waters caſt up Anne 
n Dirt z. i frareth where % Fear is, and 
fleeth where none" purſuerh, arid carrieth a hidden 
Storm within his Breaſt, worſe than any he 
can encounter with upon the Ocean, rage it 


make Preparation "for à Voyage, hold” faſt 
your Integrity ; take a good Conſcience along 
with you as your deareſt Friend, and be at 
Peace with God as your greateſt Benefactor; 
ocherwife all other Forde will be vain, An 
even your Profperity will be an Occaſion of 
your' falkng, and your: Prayers and Praiſes alfo 
ds ese and hurtiee into öl... 
And whilſt you have been ſetting forth the 
Greatneſs of God to others, you your ſelves 
may be caſt -π¾πͥay ; and What with it fignify to 
proſper in your Undertakings, if you muſt 


looſ 2 on Soul? And what will it avail 
to: ſind \\the —— "would © oy. that 
ſhall 


vWF 


(86) 
-ſhall ſecure you à while, from the Sms and 
Tempeſts of this elementary World, "which 
will ſoon. be over and at an Ende f your 
Souls :ſhould miſs of their deſited Reſt, and 
be driven from the Anchor of their Hopę, 
andi looſe their - everlaſting en in the 
World to come? | 1113181 £ £19133 

But when ans Ways Pleaſe - ele 
1 his Enemies to be at Peace with binde 
He ef Tree planted by the Water 
Ide, and © whatſoever. he doth » ſhall: priſperc: In the 
Way of God's: Commandment, the Man: tbet mal l- 
erh qprightly. wal leth ſurely. . Commit; your. ſelves 
therefore: unto the Lord, in Well-doing, 4. unte 
4 faubful Creatour; who ' haſt. preſerved you 
from yqur Vouth up, hitherto until nom, and 
has brought von ſafe through many and great 
Dangers; he is ſtill able to deliver you, if you 
be not be unmindful of - him. It will not be 
long, by God's Mercy, before we ſhall be re- 
moved into more ſerene and calmer Regions, 
above the Annoyance of this cloudy Atmo- 
ſphere, whither no Trouble, Pain, or Fear can 
Follow z_ where our moſt delightful Work and 

Employment ſhall be to praiſe God in 1. Fir- 
mament of his Power for ever. 

"Þ e ee eee 
-Brethra whatſoever Things are honeſt; N 
Things are true, whatſueuer Things are juſt, what- 


ſerver Things are put, "whatſoever Things are lovely, 
Lee Things l a- fue 
any 
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n Pirtue, and if there be - RY n 
theſe Thing 1 107 LL 

V. Aud being thus n 
- fled in your ſelves, you will be the better able 
to adviſe and aſſiſt your Neighbours and Com- 
Panions: Let your Converſation be as beſt be- 
cometh the Goſpel; endeavour to keep: them _ 
up to a Senſe of Piety, and ſay, Ol eme un 
ſte how good and gratious| the Lurd is Let 
. Envy, or ill Will, among you'3 
- for- your common Mercies require this at your 
Hands, that you ſhould live in Union, und 
brot herly Correſpondence, and Love; and ever 
be ready to aid and aſſiſt in your! Turns, 
where you ſee it requiſite and wanted. For, 
— F ſo" loved an we' ought: — 
live one anot har. And how can you find: in 
your Heart to hate and malign one, whom 
God has thought worthy of the ſame Mercies 
as your ſe? Great, manifold, and laſting, 
are thie Benefits of Unity in Society: That may 
be eaſily catryd on by many Hands, that 
would ſcatcely have been attempted, or in vain, 
by a few: | But happy, above Meaſure, will be 
the Fruits of them in a perillous Day; wlien, 
for the As of Friendſhip and Charity you have 
done in his Name, your Lord willXakevit ren 
himſelf, to be your Exceeding * Ritward: 
Vi. One Thing further, your” Religion, and 
your conſcientious Regard to it, requires at 

your Hands, in Behalf of — 


(8) 

helpleſs: Youth! that yoyr.;Bnfingſs, pp z 
who, as they paſs through your Hands; will, 
afterwards accordingly proye: god or.;; uſeleſs 
Members to: the Common- Wealth: Tis very 
lkeiy, that being train'd up in the manner 
they are, and, by long Experience, made well 
acquainted. with the Sands, Seas, and Coaſts, 
they will become able Seaman, and skilful Pilots. 
But, as to the Temper of their Minde, Nature 
enclines them to the 2 How much will 
it redound to your Credit, if veu can maße 
them good Chriſtians alſo? and they will be: 
come much better Ser yunits, by 1 a prudent 
and laudable CarG 90 

VII. And one ar jn det that i 
more peculiarly ſet apart for this Work;;, tho 
they be out of the Sound of the Bell, make them 
to know. the Difference: between this and ordi- 
nary Seaſons, by ſome Exerciſe ſuitable to the 
Day. Though to you perhaps it may not als 
ways be a Day of Reſt; :; nay, ſometimes tis 
likely, it may happen to bet a Day of morę 
than ordinary Hurry and Fatigue; "whilſt, you 
are [contending with bad Weather, or contrary 
Winds, and making the beſt of your Voyage; 
Vet eren then, by your grave and ſerious. De- 
portment, let there be always ſome Tokens of 
Religion to diſtinguiſh, this. Pay 3 if ehe 
be but little of Divine Service, let ka ere oc 
leſs of Diver ſion, and nothing at all of 


3 In ſhort, e ſelves ſo 15 


(7) 
the Waters|tlat: when Age, or the: Surreſs of - 
Johr Labours, » ſhall have brünght yon to re. 
main upon the peaceful Sar, you may look. 
back upon your paſt Vears, without Having 
your Heart reptoch you,” and entertain 1 
Hopes of eternal Rey © homo) on 2 un | 
19 2) ea en de 4 437963 qu „9. A 
Fo ſumm up all, — has been 
aid to anſwer the Defign of aſſembling upon 
this Subject. and Occaſion: You have ſeen hom 
reaſonable and pleaſant t hing it is to he thanks 
ful, and the great Obligations and Matives 
your ſelves in particular are under to this 
Duty; and, nevertheleſs, hom you may come 
to be unhappily prevented in the diſcharging 
of it: And if it ſnould be ſo, how much Blame 
you would incur by an Omiſſion, or Neglect of 
ſerving d bow the Decay of 
| Chi ws Lovin 2 our Peace. 
And you have been taught the beſt Means 
and Aſſiſtances on your Parts to keep it up; 
which if you ſhould not in ſome Meaſure com- 
ply with, you could have but ſlender Grounds 
to hope that you ſhould meet with Satisfaction 
or Succeſs 3; hereas, by ſhewing your ſelves 
obſervant of2the- Laws both of God and Man, 
and obey beying the” Voice of right Reaſon and 
Vertue, you will de a Gredit to the Nation 
amorig Foreigners, and an Ornament to the 
Church and Proteſtant Religion, and a Comfort 
to your Families at Home: God ſhall guard 


H yo 


| you from evil þ; 4 cl re 
And aba che Fabse of thus Werld l f 
, When the Ae fhal- band andere 
18 ni pen the Earth, and lift: p his Hau t0 Hew: 
Den and ſweer by; bin char liuerh fer cf, "that 
NNime ſhall be no longer When i the Zerth and the 
Se, ſhall give up their Dead, and the Blok ſhall be = 
oper, and bethc ſmall and | great foall hand before 
. God, and be judged revery | one! noo ding te theit 
Werte May the good" Shepherd; that laid 
138 down his Life for his Floc h, aoknowigdge! and cc: 
ceive ydu in that happy Number, at you may 
aàttain the Haven of exerlaſting Reſt and Fali- 
gity; and enten inte che Joy of p Lfd. Amen. 
eee ci hSννονοναν Wiggadgau 2d- 02 
Scar; Ft egen Ag K OEM N ba 2720 


. 745 


% e 4.51 MO ein vd tt blow voy 


0 v * 00 A0 715k 
eee #1 F ＋F IN ws . ft, nid 
en ge oed 54117 525 1 e N "FA 


n * oe ee Pas 


* 
«1195 le M om oct no 77 ne 
EAD het 301 311309 POY et = Tha 


Noisette t roy. Jen 2gort 03 

SI399U2 <0 
Nagra 
gti ode Zug 
IT 20779 
{81 219107 „Nod 
il „510% Los 451949 
bi9u2 tt bod ot BH e eins“ 199y.. 09 


= 9 1 | = 1 — 
1 * 4 by pay * — - , 
- o 2 -# 
£ = +: a _ iv as — — . - 
. N A! 4 4 _— 2 6 
« PY . age FR i t — —— ud 
. . - . 0 V= 0 n 
C Ef. : q — , 
- \ N To, #Y. 


7 


/ » 


